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Abbreviations, Acronyms and Initialisms in Computer Science

1- Definition
· Abbreviations and acronyms are shortened forms of words or phrases. 
· An abbreviation is typically a shortened form of words used to represent the whole (such as Dr. or Prof.) while an acronym contains a set of initial letters from a phrase that usually form another word (such as radar or scuba).

· Initialisms are types of acronyms. They are also created when a phrase is represented by the first letter of each word that makes it up but they are usually pronounced by saying each letter of the acronym.
2- Similarities/differences between abbreviations, acronyms and initialisms
· Abbreviations and acronyms are often interchanged, yet the two are quite distinct. The main point of reference is that abbreviations are merely a series of letters while acronyms form new words.
· Each one allows writers to make large blocks of text easier to read.
· An acronym, technically, must spell out another word. This is a good point of reference to help you distinguish between abbreviations and acronyms. Another good way to differentiate them is that acronyms don't just shorten words, they often simplify a long organization name, scientific term or idea.

· Beware that both abbreviations and acronyms are typically considered informal and should be carefully considered before including them in more formal writings. 

· Then there are initialisms which cause some confusion. Would you consider "VIP" to be an acronym? Technically, it's an initialism. Initialisms are a series of initial letters of words or a phrase that form an abbreviation but aren't pronounced as a word. We enunciate each letter.
NA : There exist aslo hybrid forms which contain of both an initialism and an acronym like CD-ROM and JPEG.
3- Importance of abbreviations and acronyms in Computer Sciences

· Acronyms and abbreviations are essential to IT (Inforamation Technology).  Computers tend to get more powerful over previous  generations. Some people have even tried to quantify this phenomenon.
·  One example is Moore’s Law. A simple way to explain Moore’s Law is that a brand new computer is completely outdated in five years. 
· This is just an example which makes it clear that computer science specialists should always keep abreast of the lattest technologies along with their abbreviations/acronyms/initialisms.
· In your IT career, you will have acronyms for everything. Soon it will be you confusing newbies with acronyms of your own!
Recap

· Abbreviations and acronyms are shortened versions of words and phrases that help speed up our communication. Initialisms act in the same way.

· Abbreviations and acronyms are generally perceived as identical since there is a slight difference between them. It's worth pointing out that an acronym is a type of abbreviation because acronyms are shortened forms of words and phrases. 
· Acronyms, abbreviations and initialisms are important in IT simply because information is constantly expanding out of control.
Find attached a non-exhaustive list of the most common abbreviations/acronyms in CS.
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