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REPORTING
In direct speech we report what someone says by repeating the exact/original words used by the speaker, (He said, ‘I’m sorry.’). When we don’t want to repeat the exact/actual speech of the speaker, we can use the indirect speech. In this way we give the exact meaning of the speech without necessarily using the speaker’s exact words (He said that he was sorry.) or we can use a summary report (He apologized.)

1. Direct Speech

Direct speech is usually put in quotation marks (inverted commas) after reporting verbs such as answer, reply, ask or tell. 

· John said: ‘I appreciate your work.’ ( ‘John said’ is the main or reporting clause, and ‘I appreciate your work.’ is the reported clause) 

We can put either a colon or a comma between the main and the reported clauses but when the main clause follows the reported clause, only the comma is used.

Quotation marks are doubled in American English (He said, “I need your help.”)

The reporting verb can be put with its subject after the direct speech or in the middle of two parts.

· ‘This is a good work’, she said

· ‘Hello,’ she began, ‘I would like to know,’ she continued, ‘if you can lend me your house this summer.’

After direct speech, the reporting verb is sometimes put before its subject in the reporting clause, but not when the subject is a pronoun.

· ‘We won’t give up,’ shouted the riots / the riots shouted.

· ‘Where is Tom?’ he asks. ( not asks he)

We can use quotation marks when we want to report exactly a specific word, phrase or title. 

· There was a sign with ‘No entry’ printed in big letters.

·  Have you read ‘Hard Times’?
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