Verbs- tenses



» Using the correct tense is vital in
academic writing. Today we will
review the main tenses and the ways
in which they differ from each other.




» Tense

» A)Present simple

> B) Present continuous
» C)Present perfect

» D)Present perfect continuous
action that continues for a long time

» E)Past simple/Simple past

» F)Past continuous
action that continued for a long time

» G)Past perfect
» H)’will’ future

Reason for use
General rule
Current situation
Recent unfinished even
Recent, with emphasis G

Finished, with time phrase
Finished, with emphasis on &

Refers to a previous past pg
Prediction



TENSE
Present Simple

Present Contin.

Past Simple

Past Continuous
Present Perfect
Past Perfect
Future Simple
Future be going to
Modal

Modal Perfect

ACTIVE

| make a cake

I'm making a cake

| made a cake.

| was making a cake.

| have made a cake

| had made a cake.

I will make a cake.

I'm going to make a cak
| must make a cake.

| should have made a
cake.




Simple or continuous?

» In general, the continuous is used to focus on the activity itself or to stress its
temporary nature. Compare the following:

» She has been writing that report for six days.
(to show duration of temporary activity)

» He is writing an article on probability theory.
(to show temporary nature of activity)

She writes stories for teenage girls.

» (to demonstrate her normal work)




Past Present Future
I ate pizza I eat pizza I will eat pizza
yesterday. everyday. tomorrow.
TJo ndicate a past habi — or an Jo expross habits o general truth, To indicate an action, cCondESon,
mmm or Circurmstance :
TJo ndcate afutwre cvent on a hasn': talvon place yet.
Can be used with or without designated date as part of a plan
sdverbs of timo. OF BUTBOGOMETT.
Wb ‘mental acson” verbs:
e, fove, want, nood, LoSove, otc,
I was eating pizza I am eating pizza 1 will be eating pizza
when you arrived. right now. when you arrive.
DACTON of the past at the temo of spoa<dng. 8% TOMe tETe N tho Suture.

To ndicate plarned future averts.

1 have eatern: all of the
pizza.

To ncicate past action which
= POt defnod By & tere oF

1 will have eaten all of
the pizza by
the ume you arrive.

TJo ndcate an aclion that wil be
comolate befcre another evont

anothor event 200k place. occuTeEnce. takes piace.
To ndicate an action which
started in the past and has
CONSINLOC UP urS! Now.
1 had been eating pizza 1 have been eating pizza I will have been eating
for 2 hours when you for 2 hours. pizza for 2 hours
arrived. when you armive.

started at some point in the past

and may of may Nnot bo compiete.

To indicate an acsSon that wil have
happenec for some trme anc Wil
SOt De Complete yeot at a certan

POint in the future.
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Verb tenses

2. Negative
L=

J. Interrogative

Present simple

They have a car,

They don't have a car.

Do they have a car?

Present continuous

He's reading now.

He isn't reading now.,

Is he reading now?

Past simple

Thev zaw 2 movie.

Thev didn't zee a2 movie.

Did thev see a mowvie?

Past continuous

It was snowing.

It wasn't snowing.

Was 1t snowingr

Present perfect

W e have been there.

We haven't been thers,

Hazve we been therer

Present perfect continuous

Yon've heen workinge hard.

You haven't been workine hard

Hazve ol hean '-.vc:nr};j_-lg hard-

Past perfect

Thev had left for France.

T.-1E~j: hadn't left for France.

Had t'.-1Ej: left for France?

Past perfect continuous

She had been ‘E‘.’ﬂ_:lelg for him

She hzdn't been waiting for lum.

Had she been waiting for hum?

Future simple

It will snow thiz winter.

It won't snow this winter.

Will it snow this winter?

Future continuous

She will be traveling.

She won't be waveling.

Will she be raveling?

Future perfect

He will have arrived.

He won't have arrived.

Will he have armived?

Future perfect continuous

You will have been working.

You won't have been working.

Will you have been working?

Conditional

I would fly there.

I wouldn't fly there.

Would vou fly there?

Conditional continuous

The_r' would be aleep'mg o7

T.-mj: woulda't be 311:-91:|j_-1g now.

Would thev be ieepi.tg 818 51

Conditional perfect

She would have been there.

She wouldn't have been there.

Would she have been therser

Future be going to

¥ L ‘
She's going to get married.

] L i 1 1
She 1sn't going to get married.

, y . )
Is she going to ger married?
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Complete the sentences with the present simple or present
continuous form of the verbs in brackets.

Don't take those books. They (not belong) to you.
What time (the last train / leave)?

I (never forget) my brother's birthday.

(you / come) to my party on Saturday?

Look! It (snow) again.

My father (not work) at the weekend.

Where (we / meet) Paul tomorrow?

She's so boring. She (always talk) about her job.




Don't take those books. They don’t belong to you.
What time does the last train leave

I never forget my brother's birthday. ?

Are you coming to my party on Saturday?

Look! It's snowing again.

My father doesn’t work at the weekend.

Where are we meeting Paul tomorrow?

vV v v vV v v v Y

She's so boring. She’s always talking about her job.




I jv

Choose the correct answer. Paste tense contrast

1.Did you finish your homework before you ( had gone/went ) to the cine

2.The singer was awful. We left after she (had finished/was finishing )

song.
3.When | woke up the sun, (was shining/shone) but later it started to rain.

4. (were the students arguing/did the students argue) when the teacher walked in?
5.Luckily, the play ( didn’t start/hadn’t start) by the time we arrived at the theatre.

6.1 (didn’t speak/hadn’t spoken) to Mike at the party. He'd already left when | got there.
7.They didn't want to watch the film because they ( saw/had seen) it before.

8.The accident happened while we ( drove/were driving) to Scotland.




Correction. Paste tense contrast

1.Did you finish your homework before you went to the cinema?
2.The singer was awful. We left after she had finished her first song.
3.When | woke up the sun, was shining but later it started to rain.

4. were the students arguing when the teacher walked in?

5.Luckily, the play hadn’t started by the time we arrived at the theatre.
6.1 didn't speak to Mike at the party. He'd already left when | got there.

7.They didn't want to watch the film because they had seen it before.

8.The accident happened while we were driving to Scotland.




» Also note that certain verbs are rarely used in the continuous. They
are state verbs such as prefer, own and believe.

» Another similar group is known as performative verbs (assume, deny,
promise, refuse, suggest).




