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Select Bibliography

In producing this bibliography, as in writing the mono-
graph, I have given preference to works of good quali-
ty that are readily available; many of them have large
and excellent bibliographies to guide the reader in
further reading.

The indispensable work is of course, MARTIN
ESSLIN, The Theatre of the Absurd, Penguin, revised
and enlarged, 1968, with an excellent bibliography,
but JOHN RUSSELL TAYLOR’S Anger and After,
London, 1962, revised 1969, is both comprehensive
and useful.

In the particular field of Frnech drama DAVID 1
GROSSVOGEL, The Self-Conscious Stage in Modern
French Drama, New York, 1958, published as Twen-
tieth Century French Drama, 1961, prepares the way
for Esslin’s treatment. Extremely useful, with biblio-
graphy and appendices, is JACQUES GUICHARNAUD
(with JUNE BECKELMAN), Modern French Theatre,
New Haven, 1961; also L. C. PRONKO, Avant-Garde,
University of California Press, 1962, and, because it
concerns itself with Protest as well as Absurdity, G. E.
WELLWARTH, The Theater of Protest and Paradox,
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New York, 1964, Useful material can be found in
lllos(é‘vER SHATTUCK, The Banquet Years, London,
959.

RAYMOND WILLIAMS, Modern Tragedy, Lon-
don, 1966, discusses ‘tragedy’ leading to modern
examples including Ionesco, Sartre, Beckett, and
Camus; and J. L. STYAN, The Dark Comedy, Cam-
bridge, 1962, revised 1968, is a useful history of the
development of contemporary tragi-comedy.

I consider the work of ERIC BENTLEY absolutely
vital: The Life of the Drama, London, 1965, usefully
Studies the basic terms of drama, and The Playwright
as Thinker, Cleveland, Ohio, 1946, published in
England as The Modern Theatre: A Study of drama-
tists and the Drama, 1948, is immensely rich in illus-
tration and perception, with excellent bibliographical
material. The reader may also find his anthology of
documents, modestly described as ‘a bundle of hints’,
useful: The Theory of the Modern Stage, Penguin,
1968.

COLIN WILSON’S anthology The Outsider, Lon-
don, 1956, is stimulating,

On Malraux, W. M. FROHOCK, Andrfie Malraux
and the Tragic Imagination, Standford, 1952, is a
helpful introduction. On Camus, JOHN CRUISCK-
SHANK provides a full treatment of both philosophy
and literature in Albert Camus and the Literature of
Revolt, London, 1959; the novels and the two plays
are published by Penguin, The philosophy of Jean-Paul
Sartre is lucidly explained by MARY WARNOCK in
The Philosophy of Sartre, London, 1966, and PHILIP
THODY's Jean-Paul Sartre, London, 1961, comple-
ments this with a discussion of the literature. To these
I would add IRIS MURDOCH’S Sartre, London, 1953,
Nausea and the plays are published by Penguin. L. C.
PRONKO'’S pamphlet ~ngéne Jonesco, Columbia
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University Press, 1965, is brief and readable, but R. N.
COE’'S Jlonesco, Edinburgh, 1961, remains indispens-
able. R. N. COE’S Beckett, Edinburgh 1964, in the
same ‘Writers and critics Series’ could be comple-
mented by F. J. HOFFMAN'S study Samuel Beckett:
The Language of Self, New York, 1964, and R. N.
COE'S The Vision of Jean Genet, London, 1968, by
the more literary treatment provided by PHILIP
THODY in Jean Genet, London, 1968. Harold Pinter
is considered in ARNOLD P. HINCHLIFFE’S Harold
Pinter, New York, 1967. A Christian interpretation
can be found in J. CHIARI, Landmarks of Contem-
porary Drama, London, 1965. C, W. E. Bigsby’s study
of Albee is welcome, Edinburgh, 1969.

On the novelists the works cited are:

JOHN KILLINGER, Hemingway and the Dead
Gods, Kentucky, 1960.

R. W. B. LEWIS, The Picaresque Saint, London,
1960 — with an excellent chapter on Camus.

IHAB HASSAN, Radical Innoncence, Princeton,
1961.

DAVID GALLOWAY, The absurd Hero in Ameri-
can Fiction, Austin, Texas, 1966.

The following collections of essays are often help-
ful:

The Encore Reader, ed. Marowitz, Milne and Hale,
London, 1965,

Modern British Dramatists, ed. J. R. Brown, Twen-
tieth Century Views, Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1968,

Modern American Theatre, ed. A, B. Kernan,
Twentieth Century Views, 1967.

Samuel Beckett, ed, Martin Esslin, Twentieth Cen-
tury Views, 1965,

Theatre in the Twentieth Century, ed. R. W. Cor-
rigan, New York, 1963.

Contemporary Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon
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Studies No. 4, London, 1962. ]
American Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon Studies
No. 10, London 1967.
Aspects of Drama and the Theatre, Sydney, 1965,
‘British Theatre’, Tulane Drama Review, Vol. Il
(No. 2) T 34 (Winter, 1966), is a lively survey of ten
years in that institution.
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ALDEN, R. M., The Rise of Formal Verse Satire in
England under Classical Influence, Philadelphia,
1899; reprinted Hamden, Conn., 1961.

Quite full consideration of Elizabethan satirists in
terms of the book’s title.

BOULTON, J. T. and KINSLEY, J. (edd.), English
Satiric Poetry, Dryden to Byron, London, 1966.
Selections with thoughtful introduction.

CLARK, A. M., Studies in Literary Modes, Edinburgh,
1946.

Chapter 2 has reflections on satire.

ELLIOTT, R, C., The Power of Satire: Magic, Ritual,
Art, Princeton, 1960.

Wide-ranging, going back to anthropological and
primitive sources.

FRYE, N., The Anatomy of Criticism, Princeton, N.J.,
1957.

Section on ‘The Mythos of Winter: Irony and
Satire’.

HIGHET, G., The Anatomy of Satire, Princeton, 1962.
Stimulating criticism covering several European
literatures.

The reader should also consult his lively Juvenal
the Satirist.
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HODGART, M., Satire, London, 1969.
Excellent range of reference, perceptive.comment
and brilliant pictorial examples.

HOPKINS, K., Portraits in Satire, London, 1958.
On the lesser eighteenth-century satirists.

JACK, L, Augustan Satire, 1660-1750, Oxford, 1952.
Mainly on Dryden and Pope but also has chapters
on Butler and Dr. Johnson. Discriminates between
the various forms of Augustan satire.

KERNAN, A., The Cankered Muse: Satire of the
English Renaissance, New Haven, 1959.

Satirist versus fools, with special emphasis on
drama.

KERNAN, A., The Plot of Satire, New Haven, 1965.
Claims that satire dramatizes (and unifies) the two
components, art and morality.

LEYBURN, E. D., Satiric Allegory: Mirror of Man,
New Haven, 1956.

Deals with the various forms considered under
Satiric Allegories (pp. 28-40 above).

MACDONALS, D., Parodies: an Anthology from
Chaucer to Beerbohm — and after, New York,
1960,

PAULSON, R., The Fictions of Satire, Baltimore,
1967. ¥
‘If satire originates as rhetoric, or attack, it only
matters — or survives as literature — as mimesis,
exploration, gnd analysis’ (pp. 7-8). Satire as “‘fic-
tionl construct’.

Satire and the Novel in Eighteenth-Century
England, New Haven, 1967._
Extends the method of the previous book to the
novel. Especially good on Smollett.

PETER, J., Complaint and Satire in Early English
Literature, Oxford, 1956.

Traces complaint and satire through medieval
sermon to Marston and Tourneur.
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SMEATON, O., English Satires, London, 1899.
Selection with introduction.

SUTHERLAND, J., English Satire, Cambridge, 1958.
Clark Lectures at Cambridge. Broad survey with
shrewd critical remarks.

THOMSON, J. A. K., Classical Influences on English
Poetry, London, 1951,

Chapter 10 on satire. Better on Latin than on
English writers, but interesting consideration.

WALKER, H., English Satire and Satirists, London,
1925.

Details survey of both the great and the small
among English satirists,

WOLFE, H., Notes on English Verse Satire, London,
1929,

Idiosyncratic and provocative.

WORCESTER, D., The Art of Satire, Cambridge,
Mass., 1940; reprinted New York, 1960.

Looks at such subjects as invective, epigram, bur-
lesque, comic and tragic irony.

NOTE: The reader should also consult critical works
on individual authors. The British Council’s Writers
and Their Work series of essays includes the major
English satirists and each volume has a fairly extensive
annotated bibliography.
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The scénery of wir: ~ but alréady it was filling

Into distise, Weéds were: gréwing from the cricks

In the céncrete ranways: the Army signposts

And the cdmouflsge on the héngars: were wéather-beaten and fided,
Séme Gérmans: were strélling aréund

With spides on their shéulders: no l6nger with the afr

Of prisoners but 6f; aceépted inhabitants.
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It's J6hn has had the dccident,: Lady Monchénsey,
And Winchell télls me: Dr Owen has sden him
And sdys it’s n6thing: but a slight concission

But he mustn’t be méved tonight,: I'd trist Owen
On a mitter like this, You can trist Owen . .,
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Lady of sflences

Célm and distréssed
Térm and most whéle
Rése of mémory

Rése of forgétfulness
Exhéusted and life-giving
Weérried repéseful

The single Rése

Is néw the Gérden
Where 4ll loves énd . . .
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Ténder sissues; : at their tovgh visit
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But enférsed am I
Openly to ascry

And to méke an outery
Against 6dious Envy,
That évermore will Iy
And sdy cursedly;
With his lédder éy,
And chékes dry;
With visige wén,

As swirte as tin;

His bénes créke,

His gimmes risty
Are full vinltsty . ..
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Hé, of his géntlendss,
Thirsting and hengering,
Wilked in the wilderndss;
Séft words of gréce he spdke
Unto lost désert-folk
Thiét listened wéndering,
He heérd the bittern cill
Frém ruined pélace-wall,
Answered him brétherly;
He héld commiinion
With the she-pélican

of lonely piety . ..
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HE, of hisf géntléntss,

Thirsting afd/ hingéring

Walked In the/ wildérndss;

Soft words &ff grdce hé spdke

Untd 16st / désért-folk

Thit lstefled [ wéndéring,

Hé hedrd thé / bittérn call

Frém riined / pélice-will,

Answéred him / bréthérly;

Hé¢ héld cdm/ mtin—i-6n

With thé shé-/ pélidn
Of lénely/ pléty . .
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Such pleasure tock the Serpent to behold
This lowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve
Thus early, thus alone; her heavenly form
Angelic, but more soft and feminine,
Her gracious innocence, her every air
Of gesture or least action, overawed

His malice, and with rapine sweet bereaved
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought,
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Such pleasure took
The Serpent to behold this flowery plat,
The sweet recess of Eve thus early, thus
Alone; her heavenly form angelic, but
More soft and feminine, her gracious innocence,
Her every air of gesture or least action,
Overawed his malice and with mapine sweet

Bercaved his fierceness of the fierce intent
It brought . . .
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His fiérce/néss 6f] thé fiérce/Intént/it bréught,
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Néw is/ thé wint/ér 6f/ olir dis/ cdntént
M3de glérfiotts stm/ mér by/ this stin/ 3f Yérk
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Up frém/ my céb(in)
My séa- /gdwn scérf’d/ abotit/ mé, in/ thé dérk
Groped 1/ 18 find fout thém; | hid my)/ désfre,
Fingér'd/ théir pick/ét, énd/ in fine/ withdréw
T mine/ dwn réom [Agdin;/ méking/ sd béld,
My féars/ forgétt] ing ménn/ &rs, t6] tnséal
Their grind/ cdmmiss/idn; whére/ 1 féund/ Horé(tio),
O réy/ &l kngv/ érfl — dn &xdct/ cdmmind,
Lérdéd/ with mén/ § diff] &rént/ sérts | &f réas(ons),
Impért/ itg Dén/ mack’s héalth,/ and Eng/ latd’s tdo,
With hél/ siich bigs/ ad géb/lins in/ my life,
Thét, dn/ the sip/ érvise,/ nd léisfuré bét(ed),
N, nét/ td stdy/ the grind/ifg 6f /thé dxe,
My héad/ shéuld bé/ struck 64,
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Shé héars,/ tipén/ thit wét/ & with /odt sotind,
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Is nét/ the pérch / 6f spir ; s ling / &ring.

I¢ is/ the grive/ &f Jés/ ts where/ ht ldy.’

W& live/ in 4n /61d ch4/ s &f] the sin,

Or 61d/ dépénd/ &ncy/ of diy/ ad night,

Or isl/ ad 6l iiide,/ dinspéns/ red, frée,

Of thét/ wide wat/ &r, fn/ &scép/ 4bla,

Deér wélk/ dpén/ oir méun/ talns, énd/ thé quéil
‘Whistlé/ bbut /as /théir/ spdntén/ebus ctied;
Swaet bérr/ ids rip/ én in/ th wild/ &mnéss;
And, in/ thé {s/8l4/tién 6f/ the sky

At éve/ ning chs/ 34l A6cks/ Of pig/edns méke
Ambig/ tiods dnd/ dlét/idns s / théy sink,
Déwnwird/ td dark/ néss, 6n/éxténd/ &d wings,
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Mary/ sit ms/itg 6n/ the limp-/fidme 4t/ the t4b(le)
Waftlﬁg/ for Wir/ rén, When/ sh herd/ his stép,
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Shé rin/ ofi tip-/ tde déwn/ thé dérk/edied piss(age)
Té méet/ him in/ thé dobr/ wiy with/ thé néws

And ptit/ him 6n/ his gusrd. /Silis/ 1s béck.’

She pushed/ him ot/ wird with/ hér throdgh/thd déor
And shiit/ it 4ft/ &r hér./ “Bé kind,’/ shé séid.

Shé tobk/ the mérk/ &t things/ frém Wir/rén's 4rms
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T3 sit/ baside/ hér 8n/ thé wéod/ én stéps.
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Undér / néath this / séblé/ hedrse
Liés the | stibjéct/ &f &llf vérse:
Sidne}’s/ sistér,/ Pémbroke’s/ méthér,
Deith, ére/ théu tike/ stich &n/ 6thér
Fair ahd / wise afid/ goéd 4s/ shé,
Time shill/ thréw 4/ dére &t/ thée,
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Lét the | bird &f / loudést/ lay
On the/ séle Ar/ 4bian/ trée
Hérild/ s4d ad/ trtimpét/ bé,
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Deith,/ ére théu/ tike siich/ dnéth(er),

Fiir/ 4nd wise/ &nd g6od/ s shé,
Time/ shall thréw/ & dért/ it thée.
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But ne'er one sprig of laurel graced these ribalds
From slashing Bentley down to piddling Tibbalds , . .

Rufa, whose eye quick-glancing o’er the Park
Attracts each light gay meteor of a Spark,
Agrees as ill with Rufa studying Locke,

As Sappho’s diamonds with her dirty smock. . . .

Now deep in Taylor and the Book of Marltyrs, '
Now drinking citron with his Grace and Chartres,

Now conscience chills her, and now passion burns:
And Atheism and Religion take their turns,
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And frightful a nightfall folded rueful a day,
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Whed to the sessiods of sweet siled thought
I call to mid rebebradce of things past.

X eri;L:ijld_,TOaO;,,‘i Joel 058 Lz /
When to the sessions of sweet silent thought

I call to mind remembrance of things past.
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‘What voice moie sweet than hers

When young and beautiful
She rode to harriers?
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Let the death-divining swan
That defunctive musiccan . . .

Here thou, Great Anna, whom three Realms obey,
Dost sometimes Counsel take, and sometimes Tea,

« . . by flatterers besieged,
And so obliging that he ne'er obliged.
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Quelled or guenched, in leaves the eaping sun,
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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Prosody is as controversial a subject as theology and it
lends itself to a very dry and technical treatment,
which many readers find repulsive, bewildering, or
both. If one is willing to struggle, however, the drier
and more technical books are often the more useful.

The clearest short introduction I know of is
JAMES MCAULRY, Versification, Michigan State
University Press, 1966. Mr. McAuley, a distinguished
Australian poet, was part author of the spoof on free
verse called Angry Penguins. He tends to be dismissive
about free verse, and not to be much interested in
pure stress verse, quantitative verge, or syllabics, but
on stress-syllable verse he is interesting.

GEORGE SAINTSBURY'’S A4 History of English
Prosody in three volumes, condensed in 1910 into His-
torical Manual of English Prosody, is the greatest work
in English on the subject. Though Saintsbury perverse-
ly chose to scan English verse in longs and shorts, he
in fact understood clearly the differences between
English and classical versification; his range and taste
from the later sixteenth century onward are splendid,
though he writes with much less authority about
medieval and Old English verse. His highly technical

ooy



vocabulary is lightened by a very racy, indeed even
slangy prose style.

For the modern scientific approach to prosody, I
would recommend Linguistics and English Prosody, by
EDMUND L. EPSTEIN and TERENCE HAWKES, Uni-
versity of Buffalo (Studies in Linguistics: Occasional
Papers, 7). With its different symbols for stress, pitch,
juncture, and so on, this is hard reading but worth
struggling with. I have given a very simplified version
of the Trager-Smith system, on which this pamphlet is
founded, in this book.

A Linguistic Guide to English Poetry, by
GEOFFREYN. LEECH, Longmans Green and Co.,
London, 1969, covers a much wider field than metrics.
It is particularly useful on rhyme.

A Prosody Handbook by the poet KARL SHA-
PIRO and by ROBERT BEUM, Harper and Row, New
York, 1960, is very clear and methodical, and full of
illustrative detail.

J. B. LEISHMAN’S Translating Horace, Bruno
Cassirer, Oxford, 1956, is discussed at some length in
these pages. Its crisp and witty introduction provides
the reader who has little or no Latin with an indispen-
sable ‘iron ration’ (Leishman’s own phrase) of informa-
tion about classical prosody.

For the reader with little or no Anglo-Saxon, there
are two very useful articles in Essential Articles for the
Study of Old English Poetry, edited by Bossinger and
Kahrl, Archon Books, Hamden, Connecticut, 1968.
These are MARJORIE DAUNT’S ‘Old English Verse
and English Speech Rhythm’ and C. S. LEWIS’S ‘The
Alliterative Metre’.

A difficult but very important book is SEYMOUR
CHATMAN, A Theory of Meter, Mouton and Co., The
Hague, The Netherlands, 1964. Like Epstein, Hawkes,
and Leech, Chatman applies modern scientific phone-
tics to traditional theories of metre, The most interest-
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ing chapter is VI, ‘Shakespeare’s 18th Sonnet: An
Experimeht in Metrical Analysis’. Twenty-one profes-
sors listened to eleven different recordings of this
beautiful sonnet, and their metrical analyses (‘Shall
L.’ ‘Shall 1., ‘Thou art..’, ‘Thou art’) brought out
the ambiguities we have noticed more briefly here.
Chatman seems to think that there is a real English
pyrrhic and a real English spondee, but defined by
quantity rather than by stress.

There is no book, so far as I know, and no very
substantial article on either pure syllabics or on the
rationale of free verse as such, and these are fields that
might be promising for a young research student.
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