
Best MIG Welders – Top 5 Rated of 2022 
  

When I was looking for a new MIG welder, figuring out which model best suited 
my needs was challenging, there were so many options, and their prices varied 
significantly, plus I had to consider the pros and cons of each one as well. So 
which MIG welders are the best? 

The best MIG welder that operates off your household electrical current is 
the Hobart 500559 Handler. The Hobart – 500553 Handler 210 MIG Welder 
is the best machine for those who need 220 or 110 current. However, note 
that there are many more considerations other than electric current. 
The best MIG welder is relative and depends on your needs. A 110 welder is 
great for welding up to 3/16 steel but not suitable for thicker metals. Do you 
need to weld aluminum? If so, you want one with the ability to hook up a spool 
gun. Also, does the machine have the capability to attach a gas cylinder? 

 

 

MIG welders 
 

MIG welders are the most popular types of welders on the market. These welders 
are efficient and offer unique benefits. If you are a beginner, you will find MIG 
welding a simple, straightforward process. 

And if you are an expert, you will still find this process useful. We know it can be 
challenging sifting through all the types of MIG welders on the market. To help 
you, we have reviewed hundreds of MIG welders and have compiled this review 
of the five best MIG welders you can acquire. 
We have also provided a buyer’s guide to help you make the right choice. I also 
wrote a helpful article on the best welders for beginners, which includes some 
MIG welders. 

 
  

https://theweldingpro.com/welder-for-beginners/


Best MIG Welders 
 
1. Hobart 500559 Handler 140 MIG Welder 115V – Top Choice 
MIG Welder 
 

The Hobart 500559 MIG Welder is a MIG welder that comes in a durable, 
compact design and that gives impressive power. Hobart is renowned for high-
quality products, and the welder is no exception. 

They are known for the technological features imbued to their equipment, and 
the Hobart 500559 MIG Welder comes with the elements required to make your 
MIG welding process an enjoyable one. 

Right out of the box, the craftsmanship and high quality of the welder are clear to 
see. It comes in a compact size and is the second most compact MIG welder from 
Hobart. 

Therefore, if your project requires moving around, you will find it a handy 
welder. It weighs a mere 57 pounds and is ideal for DIYers and homeowners who 
take welding as a hobby. 

The welder comes with a 10 feet long MIG gun that delivers enough length, so 
you do not have to carry the welder around during welding. It is a durable 
welder that will serve you for a long time when used and maintained correctly. 

The performance is rather impressive. We observe that the power from the 
welder is enough to complete simple, light-duty welding jobs. It delivers 140 A of 
power, and the duty cycle is efficient enough for light work. 

As a MIG welder, it is ideal for welding thin, light metal materials like stainless 
steel. The Hobart 500559 MIG Welder comes at an affordable price and delivers 
excellent value for the price. It arrives with a warranty from the company; hence, 
you are protected from any technical issues that might arise.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B009X43F38/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=theweldingpro-20&linkId=d6a51aaba325413b3037420ab3e5c12c&language=en_US


Features 
• 115V Current inlet 

• 20% at 90 Amps duty cycle 

• MIG Welder 

• Welds 24 gauges up to ¼” mild steel 

Pros 

• Great for beginners 
• Relatively lightweight 
• Produces a stable and smooth arc 
• Works with a variety of materials and thicknesses 

Cons 

• Can only rub on 110 V 
• Not for heavy-duty jobs 
• No direct AC power supply 

  



2. Forney Easy Weld 299 125FC Flux Core Welder – Cheap MIG 
Welder 
 

The Forney Easy Weld 299 Welder is a reliable option for folks who are just 
starting with MIG welding or are interested in flux-core welding. 

Forney is a company with decades of experience in producing different welding 
tools, and the Forney Easy Weld 299 Welder is an excellent addition to their line 
of products. 

The Forney Easy Weld 299 Welder is a compact and portable welder that is great 
for jobs that require moving the welder around. At 41.9 pounds, it is lighter than 
the Hobart 500559 Handler MIG Welder reviewed above. 

It comes with a handle to help with lifting and transportation. DIY enthusiasts 
and hobbyists will find portability an excellent reason to purchase this welder. 

If you need a quick fix that doesn’t cost a lot of money, flux-core welding is an 
ideal welding process. It is, therefore great that this cheap welder support flux-
core welding. If you are into flux-core welding and require a compact, portable 
welder, look no further than this welder. 

The Forney Easy Weld 299 Welder is easy to set up. It is a plug-and-go type of 
welder. Therefore, beginners will have an easy time using it. MIG welding is one 
of the easiest welding methods, and the welder further simplifies the process. 

It works with two-pound and ten-pound spools. The wire included in the package 
creates impressive beads. The unit uses a 120 V input and is compatible with 
many power outlets. It also provides a 125 Amp output. We like the storage 
option that ensures that wire rolls are always available whenever welding 
commences. There is enough power to work on light, thin materials like stainless 
steel. 

Keep in mind that the welder isn’t designed for heavy-duty projects. 
Furthermore, although it can weld materials like copper and aluminum, the weld 
isn’t great but merely decent.   
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B016R0FCSQ/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=theweldingpro-20&linkId=0950dba4ae9abc42be20f6940c812a15&language=en_US


Features 
• Gasless flux-core welder 

• 120 V input 

• 41.9 Pounds 

• Metal body 

• Welds 24 gauges to ¼” 

Pros 

• Affordable price 
• Lightweight and compact 
• Great welder for beginners 
• Low maintenance required 

Cons 

• Weld beads are a tad cold 
• Not meant for heavy projects 
• The wire feeder is rather short 

  



3. Goplus MIG 130 Welder Flux Core Wire Automatic Feed – 
Lightweight MIG Welder 
 

The Goplus MIG 130 Welder is a MIG welding machine that comes at a relatively 
low price. It is a portable and versatile welder that allows the user to carry it 
around. 

It weighs just 35 pounds, which is lighter than anything we have reviewed so far. 
As a result of this weight, you can move it around with ease. 

If you work alone, you will not require help from someone else while moving the 
welder. The dimensions make it a compact welder. 

It can be tucked away neatly and without taking up much space. It is also small 
enough to be out of the way during your welding. 

The 12″ handle on the top of the welder allows you to carry it safely and 
comfortably. The handle is made of a durable plastic material. Despite the 
portable size, it delivers a decent performance. 

The specifications of this welder indicate that it delivers decent performance. 
During our testing, we observed that the welder does its job quite efficiently. It 
comes with a 72.5″ long power cord. A 15%at 105 Amps duty cycle is decent for 
a welder of this size and price. 

The 110V voltage means that it is compatible with many outlets in the workshop 
or home. It comes with a 65″ long welding gun that provides enough mobility 
while on your project. 

Part of the features found in this welder includes adjustable heating options. The 
four heating options provide versatility, and you can choose an appropriate 
option for your job. The adjustable heating feature reduces the risk of electric 
wire burn. 

The package comes with various accessories that can enhance your welding 
experience. The welding mask is an addition that beginners will find useful. 
However, during our test, we opted for a higher quality mask since we used the 
welder for heavy-duty jobs. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0185BEKK6/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=theweldingpro-20&linkId=5cb189249416387b598e07138145c324&language=en_US


Aside from the mask, it comes with a welding gun, wire, and brush. All these 
accessories ensure you can get down to welding immediately after you get the 
welder.  
 
Features 

• MIG welder 

• 15% at 105 Amps duty cycle 

• Adjustable heating options 

Pros 

• Portable and compact welder 
• Adjustable heat settings 
• Comes with useful accessories 

Cons 

• Uses only electricity 
• The included mask is of low quality 

  



4. Hobart Handler 210 MVP MIG Welder – Best Dual Voltage MIG 
Welder 
 

The Hobart 210 MVP MIG Welder is the second Hobart product in this review. 
Unlike the Hobart 500559 Handler MIG Welder, it is a dual voltage welder. 

It retains the high-quality build and excellent performance usually seen on 
Hobart products. 

Whether you are a newbie or a professional, the Hobart Handler 210 MVP MIG 
Welder is one of the best MIG welders to meet your needs. 

It might be relatively cheap but do not be fooled, for the features and the power it 
offers it’s a great value for the money. 

It weighs 79 pounds, which makes it one of the heaviest welders at this price 
point. Due to the weight, it is difficult to carry it around from place to place. If you 
want to carry it around, you might need a cart or another means of 
transportation. 

Aside from the weight, it comes as a simple-to-use welder. The controls on the 
welder are simple to understand. Furthermore, the welder can be used straight 
out of the box. 

It can weld 24 gauges up to 3/8″ mild steel. The welder arrives with a chart that 
delineates the best settings to use for different materials. Therefore, you do not 
have to be an expert before you can efficiently use the welder. 

The panels on the welder include the ON/OFF, voltage, and amperage switches. 
The welder is a dual voltage welder. It can handle 220 V, and 120 V. 120 V are 
common in most homes while 220V is usually found in workshops. 

Therefore, due to this nature, the welder is versatile. When plugged into a 110V 
power outlet, it uses up to 140 Amps. It is a nice thing to be able to switch 
between power levels. 

The welder can be used for most types of steel materials. It can be used even to 
weld aluminum, as long as you use the spool it comes with. . 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B004USV5UC/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=theweldingpro-20&linkId=e38da710f6c6ed65d9d7eb80f6d220d2&language=en_US


Features 
• Dual voltage welder (115 V / 230 V) 

• 20% at 90 Amps duty cycle 

• MIG, Flux-core welding 

• 79 pounds of weight 

Pros 

• Versatile welder 
• Can be used right out of the box 
• Great for DIY enthusiasts and beginners 
• Spool can be used to weld aluminum 

Cons 

• Heavy welder 
• Limited duty cycle 
• Lacks flux welding 

  



5. Lincoln Electric K2185-1 MIG Welder – Safest MIG Welder 
 

Lincoln Electric is one of the leading brands in the welding industry and with the 
Lincoln Electric K2185-1 MIG Welder, they have produced a feature-rich welder 
that will meet the needs of users. 

It weighs 46 pounds, which makes it one of the lightest on this list. The welder 
features a handle on the top that helps you carry the welder around. 

For projects that require mobility, this welder’s portability is a nice advantage. It 
is compact as well and will not take up much floor space in the workshop. 

It delivers satisfactory performance and welds 24 gauges up to 1/8″ of mild steel. 
The ease of use makes it a good pick for beginners. 

If you are just starting with welding, you will enjoy the simplicity of the welder. 
To assist you in making the right settings for a particular material, the welder has 
a chart on the inside. 

It is a single voltage welder and runs on 115V. Most power outlets in the home 
are compatible with the 115V. There are safety features that come with the 
Lincoln Electric MIG Welder. 

One of such features is an in-built fan. This feature keeps the heat down and 
prevents overheating. The welder has a cold contractor that ensures the wire 
remains electrically cold. 

For a welder at this price, all these features make it feel like an absolute steal!  
 
Features 

• Welds 24 gauges up to 1/8″ 

• Amperage: 35 – 88 Amps 

• 20% at 70 Amps duty cycle 

• 46 pounds of weight 

Pros 

• Great for indoor projects 
• Nice safety features 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000QFNZ74/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=theweldingpro-20&linkId=4143e0f17dcdf5b31ba4685786a3a15b&language=en_US


• Great for beginners 
• Lightweight and compact design 

Cons 

• Not recommended for heavy-duty projects 
• No shielding gas 
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