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HIS Cxty, the Capital of the Kingdom of Algiers, is
fituated in the thirty-fixth Degree, thirty Minutes north
Lautude, and is wafhed, on the North and North-eaft, by the Me-
diterranean Sea, over which it has a full Profpe&, it being built on
the Declivity of a Hill, over which the Houfes rife gradually above
each other.  Although it is not much above a Mile and a Half in
Circumference, itis faid to contain a hundred thoufand Mahometans,
fifteen thoufand Jews, and about two thoufand Chriftian Slaves.
The Walls of the lower Part of the City, towards the Sea, are forty
Feet in Height, and thofe of the upper End are thirty Feet. They
are twelve Feet thick, and flanked with Towers; but all of them
are fo decayed, as to be of little Defence, except where they are
firengthened by additional Fortifications. The Ditch, with which
they are encompafled, was once twenty Feet wide, and feven deep,
but is now almoft filled up with Mud. The City has fix Gates, each
guarded by fome Out-works.
The Citadel, which is built upon the higheft Part of the City, at
the weftern Angle, is of an oftagonal Form. The City is much
better fortified on the Sea-fide. The Mole, built by Cheredin,

Son of Barbaroffa, extends from one of the Extremities of the fmal}
Prare XXXVIIIL. 2 Ifland
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Ifland facing the Town, in the Form of a large Semicircle, to the
Mole Gate, and from the other Extremity of the Ifland towards the
Walls of the Town, leaving'a large Opening into the Haven, where
the largeft Ships may ride in Safety from the Violence of the Waves.
This is defended at one Angle by an old Caftle, built on a folid Rock,
in which a Fire is conftantly kept for the Security of the Ships. At
the fouth End of the Ifland is another Fort of an oblong Figure,

‘The whole City is, on the weftern Side, overlooked by a Ridge
of Hills, which run almoft on a Level with the uppermoft Gate, and
upon it are erected two Forts, one of which is called the Em

peror’s
Caftle, and the other the Star Caftle, '

There s in the City but one handfome Street, which reaches from

the eaft to the welt End, and is in fome Parts wider than in others,
but in all much broader than any of the other Streets. It has on the

wideft Parca Market for Corn and Provifions, handfome Shops, and |

the Houfes of the richeft Merchants. The other Streets are {o nar-
row, that two Perfons only. can walk abreaft; and their Middle be-
ing much lower than their Side, added to their ufual Naftinefs,
makes it very difagreeable to walk through them, efpecially as
Horfes, Mules, Afles, and Camels, are often pafling and repafling,
to which one muft give Way by fqueezing up clofe to the Houfes.

The Houfes in Algiers are built of Stone or Brick, and are com-
puted to amount to about fifteen thoufand. The Inhabitants are oblig-
ed to white-wafth them both in the Infide and without, once a Year,
and they generally do it againft the Approach of their grand Feftivals.

The moft magnificent Building is the Dey’s Palace, which ftands
in the Heart of the City ; the Barracks for the Turkith Soldiers are
alfo very handfome Edifices, which are kept clean, at the Expence
of the Government, by the Slaves that attend them.

The Mofques are fo numerous in Algiers, that they are faid to
amcunt to a hundred and feven. Some of thefe are fine Struures 3

and
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and being chiefly fituated on the Sea-fide, they -makc a fine Shew,
and greatly add to the beautiful Profpect of the City.

Amongft the great Number of Baths, there are fome large and
handfome, finely paved with Marble, and elegantly furnifhed. The
Turks refort to thofe Places, not only before the Time of their daily
Prayers, but whenever their Affairs will permit. The Women have
alfo their particular Baths, and are attended in them by Perfons of
their own Sex, :

There are in Algiers neither Inns, nor Taverns, for the Accommo-
dation of Strangers, who moftly refort to any one of the four Alber-
gas or Fondaias. :

There are large Buildings belonging to private Perfons, confifting
of feveral Courts, in which are Warehoufes and Apartments to let,
and are much frequented by the Levantine Merchants. The few
Chriftians, who come to Algiers, either lodge with fome Perfons, to
whom they are recommended, or with the Conful of their Nation.
As to the mean Travellers, there are many Cook-fhops kept by the
Slaves of the Deglick, for their Accommodation. The Jews have
alfo fuch Houfes and Apartments to let for the Ufe of thofe of their
Nation. .

The Hall where the Officers of the Marine hold their Affemblies
at the Foot of the Mole, and a great Number of Tombs belonging

to Men of Eminence, moft of which are adorned with Chapels and
Oratories, add very much to the Beauty of the Profpelt, on viewing
it from the Sea. :
Algiers had neither Wells nor Fountains, and noother Water th'a'n
the Rain faved in Cifterns, until a Moor, driven thither from Spain,
in the laft Century, difcovered a Means of conveying as much _Of it,
by the Help of two Aquedudls, as fupply a hundred lj’oumams at
proper Diftances from each other. This Water fupplies alfo the
Country-feats, and the adjoining Orchards and Gardens.
S MALTH A
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