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Public international law is the body of rules that is legally binding on States and
international organizations in their interactions with other States, international organizations,
individuals, and other entities. It covers a range of activities; such as, diplomatic relations,
conduct of war, trade, human rights and sharing of oceanic resources.

Traditionally, international law regulated interactions between States. For example, it
determined how a State treats foreign diplomats who are in its country or how international
agreements between States are to be regulated.

International law also sets out legal obligations, responsibilities, and rights of one State
against another. This aspect of international law is based on sovereign equality. In other
words, each State is a sovereign and each State is equal to, and independent of, all other
States.

International law also regulates relations between States and non-State actors; for
example, individuals, international organizations, and multinational companies. In the case
of individuals, international law gives each individual certain rights. For example,
international human rights law gives the individual a right not to be tortured.

International law also imposes on States certain obligations and responsibilities to
protect individuals. For example, when States are at war, one State cannot target and kill
civilians of the other State who did not take part in hostilities.

It's important to remember that international law is not stagnant. It is evolving.
International law covers diverse subjects and has multiple fields of application resources (law
of the sea); protecting the environment (environmental law), space law, and to certain crimes

(international criminal law).
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A — Reading comprehension

Activity one: Answer with true, false or not mentioned, according to the ............. .

1)- Traditionally, States were regarded as the exclusive actors active on the international plane.

2)- International economic law involves the regulation and conduct of States, International organizations,
and private firms operating in the international economic arena.

Activity two: What or who do the underlined words refertointhe .................... ?
It— Who —
It — It —

Activity three: Find in the text words, phrases or expressions that are closest and opposite in meaning to

the following:
Synonyms Antonyms
Entirety = Private #
Compulsory- mandatory = Internal #

Relations- connections=

Modern - contemporary #

Organisms =

National #

For instance =

clash — dispute - quarrel #

Dealing- commerce=

Different #

Determines =

Militaries #

feature =

subordinate #

Members - parties =

friendliness #

Goal -aim=

Progress - active #

Domain- area =

decline - decrease #

Activity four ; Give atitletothe ........................ .




