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Lesson 1 : Tenses through the Seasons 

Imagine you’re a farmer describing the journey of crops over a year. In spring, seeds are 

planted, and plants are growing. In the summer, the crops have grown tall. By fall, the 

crops were harvested. Each stage involves different tenses, and each tense lets you describe 

a specific time and action in detail. 

 

Lesson Objectives 

1. Understand and use eight key tenses to describe processes in agronomy. 

2. Practice identifying, creating, and using these tenses effectively in sentences. 

3. Develop confidence in using each tense in real-life agricultural contexts. 

 

1The Farmer’s Year: A Journey through Tenses 

Lesson Hook: 

Imagine a day in the life of a farmer—a year, even! A farmer plans, plants, waters, and 

watches as crops go from seeds to harvest. Throughout the year, the farmer describes what has 

happened, what is happening, and what will happen using tenses. Each tense has its role in 

telling the story of agriculture. 

 

1. Present Simple: The Daily Routine 

Purpose: The Present Simple tense describes facts, routines, and general truths—the 

unchanging parts of life on a farm. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [Base verb] (+s for he/she/it) 

Mnemonic Tip: Think of Present Simple as “Routine Ready.” If it happens every day, 

month, or season, it’s Present Simple. 

Examples: 

• "Farmers water the crops daily." 

• "Plants need nutrients from the soil to grow." 

Usage: 

• Routine Actions: Just like the sunrise, the daily tasks on a farm—watering, fertilizing, 

and checking crops—use Present Simple. 

o “Farmers rotate crops annually.” 

• Facts or General Truths: Universal truths, like soil and water being essential for 

growth, are stated in Present Simple. 
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o “The sun rises in the east.” 

 

2. Present Continuous: The Now Moment 

Purpose: Present Continuous describes ongoing actions or temporary situations—

activities happening right now on the farm. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [am/is/are] + [verb + -ing] 

Mnemonic Tip: Think of Present Continuous as “Happening Now.” If you can imagine 

something in progress, it’s in Present Continuous. 

Examples: 

• "Farmers are harvesting the crops right now." 

• "The plants are growing rapidly due to the rainy season." 

Usage: 

• Actions in Progress: When describing tasks in the moment, use Present Continuous. 

o “The team is studying soil samples.” 

• Temporary Situations: Situations that aren’t permanent, like testing a new fertilizer 

for the month, call for Present Continuous. 

o “We are testing a new fertilizer this month.” 

 

3. Past Simple: The Story of What Happened 

Purpose: Past Simple is used to describe actions that started and finished in the past. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [Past form of the verb] 

Anecdote: Imagine the farmer saying, “Last season, we planted corn early, and it really 

paid off by harvest time!” 

Examples: 

• "The farmers harvested the wheat last month." 

• "The team collected data on soil quality." 

Usage: 

• Completed Actions: Past Simple is for recounting completed work or achievements in 

agronomy. 

o “Agronomists planted trees last spring.” 
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4. Present Perfect: Connecting Past to Present 

Purpose: Present Perfect describes actions completed at an unspecified time before now, 

relevant to the present. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [has/have] + [past participle of the verb] 

Mnemonic Tip: Remember “Perfectly Present.” If the past action is affecting the 

present, it’s Present Perfect. 

Examples: 

• "The researchers have discovered a new crop variety." 

• "Farmers have improved crop yields using new techniques." 

Usage: 

• Unspecified Past Actions with Present Relevance: When the results of past actions 

matter now, use Present Perfect. 

o “They have tested different fertilizers to find the best one.” 

 

5. Past Perfect: The Action Before the Past 

Purpose: Past Perfect describes actions completed before another action in the past. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [had] + [past participle of the verb] 

Anecdote: Think of Past Perfect as the “before” story—what happened before 

something else. “By the time the rain came, the farmer had planted all the seeds.” 

Examples: 

• "The crops had grown tall by the time the rains came." 

• "Researchers had tested the soil before planting." 

Usage: 

• Actions Completed Before Another Past Action: Use Past Perfect for things that 

happened before a key event. 

o “They had planted seeds before the storm arrived.” 

 

6. Past Continuous: The Interrupted Action 

Purpose: Past Continuous describes actions in progress at a specific time in the past or 

actions interrupted by another event. 
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• Structure: [Subject] + [was/were] + [verb + -ing] 

Anecdote: Picture a farmer “in the middle” of something. The team was analyzing soil 

samples when the rain began. 

Examples: 

• "The team was analyzing soil samples all morning." 

• "Farmers were watering the fields when the rain started." 

Usage: 

• Past Actions in Progress: If something was ongoing when interrupted, use Past 

Continuous. 

o “They were preparing the fields when the weather changed.” 

 

7. Conditionals: If and Hypotheticals 

Purpose: Conditionals describe hypothetical situations, either possible or imagined. 

• Structure: 

o First Conditional: [If + present], [will + base verb] 

o Second Conditional: [If + past], [would + base verb] 

Mnemonic Tip: “If I could, I would.” Think of Conditionals as “what if” scenarios in 

agronomy. 

Examples: 

• First Conditional: "If it rains, the plants will get enough water." 

• Second Conditional: "If the soil were more fertile, the plants would grow better." 

Usage: 

• First Conditional: Real possibilities (e.g., "If it rains, the crops will grow.") 

• Second Conditional: Hypothetical situations (e.g., "If they had more water, they 

would plant more crops.") 

 

8. Future Tenses: The Season Ahead 

Purpose: Future tenses describe actions or plans for the future, whether certain or 

predicted. 

• Structure: 

o Future with “will”: [Subject] + [will] + [base verb] 

o Future with “going to”: [Subject] + [am/is/are] + going to + [base verb] 
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Mnemonic Tip: Think of “going to” as a “planned path” and “will” as “will happen!” 

Examples: 

• Will: "Farmers will plant seeds next season." 

• Going to: "The team is going to test the new crop variety." 

Usage: 

• Future Plans or Predictions: When a decision or prediction about the future is made, 

use Future Tenses. 

o “The crops will be harvested in September.” 

o “We are going to study plant growth patterns next season.” 

 

Summary Table of Tenses 

Tense Use Structure Example 

Present Simple Facts, routines Subject + base verb 

(+s) 

"Plants need water." 

Present 

Continuous 

Actions happening now Subject + am/is/are + 

verb-ing 

"Farmers are planting 

seeds." 

Past Simple Completed past actions Subject + past verb "They planted the 

seeds." 

Present Perfect Unspecified past actions Subject + has/have + 

past participle 

"Researchers have 

tested the soil." 

Past Perfect Past actions before other 

past actions 

Subject + had + past 

participle 

"The team had 

prepared the field." 

Past 

Continuous 

Ongoing past actions Subject + was/were + 

verb-ing 

"They were planting 

crops." 

Conditional Hypotheticals or future 

conditions 

If + verb (varies) "If it rains, they will 

water less." 

Future Predictions or plans Will + verb / going to 

+ verb 

"They will plant corn 

next year." 

 

Exercise 1: Identifying Tenses 

Identify the tense in each sentence. Write the tense (e.g., Present Simple, Past Perfect, Future 

Simple) next to each sentence. 

1. Farmers rotate crops every year to maintain soil health. 

2. The team is studying a new irrigation technique. 

3. The crops were harvested last fall. 

4. Agronomists have tested various fertilizers over the years. 

5. The seeds had germinated before the first rain arrived. 

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks with the Correct Tense 
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Fill in each blank with the correct tense of the verb in parentheses. 

1. Farmers __________ (water) the fields every morning to ensure growth. 

2. The team __________ (analyze) soil samples at the moment. 

3. Last month, the crops __________ (be) affected by a severe drought. 

4. Agronomists __________ (have) developed a new seed variety recently. 

5. The crops __________ (harvest) just before the rain started. 

 

Exercise 3: Tense Conversion 

Rewrite each sentence in the indicated tense. 

1. The team collects data every season. (Present Continuous) 

2. The soil was tested last year. (Present Perfect) 

3. The plants are growing steadily. (Past Continuous) 

4. Farmers will use new fertilizer techniques. (Future Continuous) 

5. Agronomists rotate crops. (Past Simple) 

 

Exercise 4: Describe a Process with Mixed Tenses 

Use different tenses to describe the stages of planting and harvesting a crop. Use at least one 

sentence in Present Simple, Past Simple, and Future Simple. 

Example: Explain how you would plant, grow, and harvest a crop like wheat over a season. 

 

Exercise 5: First and Second Conditionals 

Complete the sentences using the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. If it __________ (rain) next week, the plants __________ (grow) well. 

2. If the soil __________ (not be) fertile, farmers __________ (use) extra fertilizer. 

3. If the team __________ (have) more resources, they __________ (conduct) additional 

soil tests. 

4. If we __________ (plant) seeds in early spring, they __________ (sprout) faster. 

5. If researchers __________ (find) a better soil type, they __________ (recommend) it 

to farmers. 

 

Exercise 6: Mixed Tense Fill-in-the-Blanks 

Fill in each blank with the appropriate form of the verb in parentheses. 

1. Farmers __________ (observe) the crops every day to check for pests. 
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2. The plants __________ (grow) well this season due to favorable conditions. 

3. Last year, the fields __________ (flood) after heavy rains. 

4. Agronomists __________ (improve) soil quality with natural fertilizers over time. 

5. The research team __________ (analyze) data on crop growth next month. 

 

Exercise 7: Passive Voice in Different Tenses 

Rewrite each sentence in the passive voice. 

1. Farmers harvested the crops last season. 

2. The team is collecting data on soil samples. 

3. Agronomists have studied the effects of pesticides. 

4. Researchers will test the new irrigation system. 

5. Farmers plant seeds every spring. 

 

Exercise 8: Real-Life Scenario with Tenses 

Write a paragraph describing a typical farming season. Use at least four different tenses: 

Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple, and Future Simple. 

Example: Describe the process from preparing the soil to harvesting the crop. 

 

Exercise 9: Correct the Tense Errors 

Each sentence below has a mistake in tense. Rewrite the sentence using the correct tense. 

1. The researchers collects data on crop yields every week. 

2. Farmers was watering the crops when the rain began. 

3. They has planted the seeds last month. 

4. The agronomists will studied different soil types. 

5. If the weather stayed warm, the plants will grow well. 

 

Exercise 10: Choose the Correct Tense 

Choose the correct tense for each sentence. 

1. The team (is studying / studied) a new variety of wheat this season. 

2. Farmers (have planted / had planted) the seeds before the heavy rain arrived. 

3. The crops (grow / are growing) faster this month than last month. 

4. If the soil (is / was) rich in nutrients, the plants (would grow / will grow) well. 

5. Agronomists (will analyze / were analyzing) the data from last year’s harvest. 
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Lesson2. Irregular Verbs Adventure 

Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will remember the forms of 15 common 

irregular verbs by using simple, memorable stories. 

Step 1: Group the Verbs by Pattern 

1. Introduce the idea: Explain that some verbs are “special” because they change in 

unexpected ways. Today, you’ll help them learn these verbs by grouping them. 

Step 2: Meet the Groups 

Group 1 - The Unchanged Family 

• Verbs: cut, put, let, hit 

• Story: “These verbs are the easiest! They never change—if you cut something today, 

you cut it yesterday, and you’ll cut it tomorrow.” 

• Activity: Have students say simple sentences for each verb, using it in different tenses. 

• Example: “I put my book on the table.” “Yesterday, I put it there too.” 

Group 2 - The ‘-ought’ Team 

• Verbs: buy, think, bring, catch 

• Story: “Imagine a market day. Yesterday, I bought some fruit, and today I brought it 

to class. I thought about bringing more, but I didn’t catch the vendor in time!” 

• Activity: Practice these verbs by asking students questions like, “What did you think 

about yesterday?” or “Did you bring anything to class?” 

Group 3 - The ‘-en’ Ending Group 

• Verbs: break, choose, drive, write 

• Story: “Imagine writing a story. You have to choose a topic, write it down, and 

sometimes you even break a pencil! After all that, you’ve driven yourself to finish.” 

• Activity: Have students complete sentences using each verb. For example, 

“Yesterday, I chose my favorite book,” “Last week, I wrote a story.” 

Group 4 - The Unique Ones 

• Verbs: go, see, eat, do 

• Story: “These verbs are a bit unique. Yesterday, I went to see a movie. I saw a great 

film and even ate popcorn!” 

• Activity: Create sentences with each verb in the past tense. For example, “Yesterday, I 

went to the park,” or “Last night, I saw my friend.” 

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blank 

Complete each sentence with the correct past or past participle form of the verb in 

parentheses. 

1. Yesterday, I ____ (go) to the store. 
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2. She has ____ (choose) her favorite book. 

3. We ____ (see) a movie last weekend. 

4. He ____ (bring) his homework to class. 

5. They ____ (do) their chores before dinner. 

6. I ____ (write) a letter to my friend last night. 

7. She ____ (eat) all the cake at the party. 

8. He has ____ (break) his glasses again. 

9. The teacher ____ (give) us extra homework yesterday. 

10. We ____ (buy) new shoes last month. 

 

Exercise 2: Sentence Match-Up 

Match each base form verb to its correct past and past participle forms. 

Base Form Past Past Participle 

go went gone 

eat ate eaten 

bring brought brought 

choose chose chosen 

write wrote written 

think thought thought 

buy bought bought 

speak spoke spoken 

break broke broken 

drive drove driven 

 

Exercise 3: Irregular Verb Story 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses. 

Story: Last weekend, my friends and I ____ (go) on a camping trip. We ____ (bring) a lot of 

snacks and ____ (choose) a beautiful spot by the lake. At night, we ____ (make) a fire and 

____ (sing) songs. I ____ (see) a shooting star and ____ (wish) for a great year. The next 

morning, I ____ (wake) up early and ____ (write) in my journal. It was an unforgettable trip! 

 

Exercise 4: Create Your Own Sentences 

Write a sentence for each verb in the past tense: 

1. buy 

2. see 

3. eat 

4. go 

5. think 
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6. make 

7. take 

8. choose 

9. speak 

10. bring 

 

Exercise 5: Story 

Write a short story (3-5 sentences) using at least five of the following verbs in the past tense: 

• go 

• eat 

• bring 

• see 

• break 

• write 

• make 

• choose 

 

Exercise 6: Verb Quiz 

Identify whether each verb is in its base form, past tense, or past participle. 

1. brought 

2. choose 

3. eaten 

4. sang 

5. written 

6. broke 

7. went 

8. drive 

9. driven 

10. saw 
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Lesson 3: Using Modal Verbs in Agronomy 

Hook: The Decisions of a Farmer 

Imagine you’re a farmer evaluating your fields. Some choices are clear—you must water the 

crops. Other actions depend on conditions, like weather, which might impact your planting 

schedule. And some plans are highly probable, like a crop that should grow well with enough 

sunlight. In agronomy, we use modal verbs to express these degrees of certainty, possibility, 

and obligation. 

 

Lesson Objectives 

1. Understand and use modal verbs to express certainty, possibility, and obligation. 

2. Apply these modal verbs in sentences about real-world farming situations. 

3. Build confidence in using modal verbs for different levels of necessity and likelihood. 

 

1. Modal Verbs for Certainty: Expressing What Will Happen 

Modal verbs like must and will express a high level of certainty. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [Modal Verb] + [Base Verb] 

Mnemonic Tip: Remember “Certainty Commanders”—these modals sound sure and 

strong. 

Examples: 

• "The crops will need watering every day during the hot season." 

• "Farmers must check soil moisture regularly." 

Usage: 

• Obligations and Strong Certainty: 

o Must is used to express strong obligation or necessity. 

▪ “Farmers must irrigate the fields to prevent drought damage.” 

o Will implies a future certainty or inevitable action. 

▪ “The soil will dry out quickly without rain.” 

 

2. Modal Verbs for Possibility: What Could or Might Happen 

Modal verbs like might, may, and could indicate possibilities, suggesting that something 

could happen under certain conditions. 
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Anecdote: Imagine a farmer saying, “The weather might bring rain tomorrow, or it 

could stay dry. Either way, I may need to adjust my plans.” 

• Structure: [Subject] + [Modal Verb] + [Base Verb] 

Mnemonic Tip: Think of “Possibility Partners”—these modals are flexible and open to 

changes. 

Examples: 

• "The weather might change suddenly, so farmers need to prepare." 

• "New fertilizer could improve crop growth this season." 

Usage: 

• Expressing Possibility and Flexibility: 

o Might and could indicate possible outcomes but with uncertainty. 

▪ “The new seeds might grow well in loamy soil.” 

o May suggests a likely, but not definite, possibility. 

▪ “Fertilizer may increase yield, depending on the soil.” 

3. Modal Verbs for Obligation and Advice: What Should Be Done 

Modal verbs like should and ought to provide advice, suggestions, or mild obligations—ideal 

for recommendations in agronomy. 

• Structure: [Subject] + [Modal Verb] + [Base Verb] 

Anecdote: Imagine an agronomist advising a farmer, saying, “You should rotate your 

crops each season. It’s a wise choice for the soil.” 

Mnemonic Tip: “Suggestion Specialists”—these modals advise but don’t command. 

Examples: 

• "Farmers should rotate crops to prevent soil depletion." 

• "You ought to test the soil before planting." 

Usage: 

• Giving Advice and Recommendations: 

o Should and ought to give practical suggestions. 

▪ “Farmers should consider irrigation if rainfall is low.” 

o Expressing Strong Recommendations: 

▪ “You ought to check soil pH levels for optimal growth.” 

Summary Table of Modal Verbs 

Modal 

Verb 

Degree of Certainty or 

Obligation 

Example 
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Must Strong obligation or certainty "Farmers must irrigate the crops." 

Will High certainty, future actions "The soil will need water soon." 

Should Mild obligation or 

recommendation 

"Farmers should rotate crops each season." 

Ought to Suggestion, similar to "should" "You ought to test soil quality before 

planting." 

Might Low certainty, possibility "The plants might grow faster with 

fertilizer." 

May Possible but not certain "Rain may arrive tomorrow." 

Could Suggests possible outcomes "Fertilizer could improve yield." 

 

Practical Examples in Agronomy 

Certainty Example: “Farmers must water their crops regularly during dry months.” 

• This shows an essential action with no flexibility; it’s a requirement. 

Possibility Example: “New fertilizers might increase crop yields, depending on the soil 

type.” 

• This acknowledges that the fertilizer might work but isn’t guaranteed. 

Obligation Example: “Farmers should rotate their crops to keep the soil healthy.” 

• This suggests a best practice for soil health but isn’t an absolute requirement. 

 

Exercises 

 

Exercise 1: Identifying Modals 

Read each sentence and identify the modal verb. Then, indicate if it shows certainty, 

possibility, or obligation. 

1. "Farmers must check soil moisture daily." 

2. "The plants may grow better with new nutrients." 

3. "Agronomists should test different soil types for best results." 

4. "Rain will help the crops thrive this season." 

5. "The soil could improve with composting." 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks with Modals 

Choose the correct modal verb (must, will, should, might, may, could) to complete each 

sentence. 
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1. Farmers _________ rotate crops annually to maintain soil health. 

2. This new seed variety _________ increase yields in poor soil. 

3. Researchers _________ conduct soil testing next week. 

4. It _________ rain later today, so irrigation may not be necessary. 

5. Farmers _________ consider adding organic matter to enrich the soil. 

 

Exercise 3: Rewriting for Different Levels of Certainty 

Rewrite each sentence using a modal verb to change the degree of certainty. 

1. "Farmers check the pH levels of the soil." 

o (Rewrite as an obligation using must.) 

2. "Adding nutrients might help crop growth." 

o (Rewrite with a modal verb expressing stronger certainty.) 

3. "Farmers will add compost to the fields." 

o (Rewrite to show possibility rather than certainty.) 

 

Exercise 4: Real-Life Application 

Write a paragraph describing a day on the farm. Use at least three modal verbs to show 

different degrees of obligation, possibility, and certainty. 

Example: Describe the actions a farmer should take to prepare the soil for planting. 
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Lesson 4: Using Quantifiers in Agronomy 

 

Hook: Measuring the Harvest 

Imagine you’re at the end of the season, looking at your harvest. You have many rows of 

vegetables, but only a little space left in the barn to store them. You might have some extra 

seed for next season, but not much fertilizer left. Quantifiers like “some,” “many,” “little,” 

and “few” help us describe amounts in practical ways, helping you manage resources and 

keep the farm running smoothly. 

 

Lesson Objectives 

1. Understand and use quantifiers to describe amounts. 

2. Apply quantifiers to describe resources, harvests, and field conditions. 

3. Learn which quantifiers are used with countable and uncountable nouns. 

 

1. Quantifiers for Countable Nouns 

Countable nouns are things you can count individually, such as plants, seeds, and fields. 

Quantifiers like many and few are used with countable nouns to show the quantity. 

Mnemonic Tip: Think Count with Few. Use “many” for a large number and “few” for a 

smaller number. 

Key Quantifiers for Countable Nouns: 

• Many: Large quantity for countable nouns. 

o “There are many plants in the greenhouse.” 

• Few: Small quantity for countable nouns. 

o “Only a few rows of corn survived the drought.” 

Usage: 

• Large Quantities: 

o “There are many tasks to complete before planting season begins.” 

• Small Quantities: 

o “A few tools are needed for soil testing.” 

 

2. Quantifiers for Uncountable Nouns 

Uncountable nouns refer to things that cannot be counted individually, like soil, water, and 

fertilizer. Quantifiers like much and little help describe amounts for uncountable nouns. 
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Mnemonic Tip: Think Uncount with Little. Use “much” for a large amount and “little” 

for a small amount. 

Key Quantifiers for Uncountable Nouns: 

• Much: Large quantity for uncountable nouns. 

o “There isn’t much water left in the tank.” 

• Little: Small quantity for uncountable nouns. 

o “We have little time left before harvest.” 

Usage: 

• Large Quantities: 

o “The soil contains much organic matter, which is good for plant growth.” 

• Small Quantities: 

o “There is only little sunlight in winter, so the crops grow slower.” 

 

3. Quantifiers for General Use: “Some” and “Any” 

“Some” and “Any” are versatile quantifiers. They can be used with both countable and 

uncountable nouns. Typically, some is used in positive statements, while any is used in 

negatives and questions. 

Mnemonic Tip: Remember “Some for Sure” (positive) and “Any for Uncertain” 

(questions and negatives). 

Key Quantifiers: 

• Some: Used in positive statements. 

o “We have some extra seed left for next season.” 

• Any: Used in negative statements and questions. 

o “Do we have any fertilizer left?” 

o “There isn’t any rain expected this week.” 

Usage: 

• Positive Statements: 

o “There are some new crops planted in the field.” 

• Negative Statements: 

o “We don’t have any water for irrigation.” 

• Questions: 

o “Are there any tools available for soil testing?” 

 

A Day on the Farm Using Quantifiers 
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Imagine a farmer planning for a busy day on the farm. They have many tasks and few hours 

left before the rain. They check their supplies and see some fertilizer, but little water remains 

in the tank. They wonder if they need any extra help from neighbors to complete the tasks. 

 

Summary Table of Quantifiers 

Quantifier Type Countable or 

Uncountable 

Example Sentence 

Many Large quantity Countable "We have many tools in the shed." 

Few Small quantity Countable "Only a few workers are available 

today." 

Much Large quantity Uncountable "There isn’t much sunlight in 

winter." 

Little Small quantity Uncountable "We have little fertilizer left." 

Some General, 

positive 

Both "There are some extra seeds in 

storage." 

Any General, 

negative 

Both "Do we have any fertilizer left?" 

 

Exercises 

Exercise 1: Identifying Quantifiers 

Read each sentence and underline the quantifier. Then, indicate if it is used with a countable 

or uncountable noun. 

1. "We have few workers available this morning." 

2. "There isn’t much sunlight during winter months." 

3. "Do we have any seeds left from last season?" 

4. "Only some equipment was delivered this week." 

5. "The farmer has many fields to monitor." 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks with the Correct Quantifier 

Choose the correct quantifier (some, any, much, many, little, few) to complete each 

sentence. 

1. We don’t have ________ water left in the tank. 

2. There are ________ rows of vegetables ready to be harvested. 

3. Farmers keep ________ tools in the barn for daily use. 

4. Is there ________ fertilizer left for the new planting season? 

5. The soil has ________ nutrients, so the plants may need extra care. 
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Exercise 3: Describe Quantities on the Farm 

Write a paragraph describing a typical inventory check on a farm, using at least five different 

quantifiers. Mention items such as water, seeds, fertilizer, equipment, and tasks. 

Example: Describe what a farmer might have or need on a busy planting day. 

 

Exercise 4: Matching Activity 

Match each quantifier with the correct sentence. 

Quantifier Sentence 

Many The farmer has ________ rows of crops to monitor. 

Few Only a ________ tools are stored in the shed. 

Some There are ________ seeds left in storage from last season. 

Any Do we have ________ water available for irrigation? 

Little There is ________ sunlight during the winter months. 

 

Exercise 5: True or False 

Decide if each statement about quantifiers is true or false. 

1. Much is used with countable nouns. 

2. Few suggests a small amount for countable nouns. 

3. Some can be used in both positive and negative sentences. 

4. Any is typically used in negative sentences and questions. 

5. Little is used with uncountable nouns. 
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Lesson 5. Mastering Articles (A, An, The) in Agronomy 

Hook: The Story of a Farm 

Imagine you’re a farmer planning for the next season. You have a field, an idea for a new 

crop, and the perfect season in mind. Articles like a, an, and the help you identify if you’re 

talking about something general, like a field or an idea, or something specific, like the ideal 

time to plant. Articles help us specify whether we’re talking about something unique or 

general, which is essential when discussing farm plans and resources. 

 

Lesson Objectives 

1. Understand and use the articles “a,” “an,” and “the” to describe general and specific 

items. 

2. Apply articles in sentences describing farming tools, locations, and situations. 

3. Recognize when an article is necessary and when it’s omitted. 

 

1. Using “A” and “An” for General or Unspecific Nouns 

A and An are indefinite articles, used when referring to a general item, one of many, or 

something that isn’t specific. 

Mnemonic Tip: Think “One Among Many.” A and An introduce something without 

specifying which one exactly. 

• A is used before words that begin with a consonant sound. 

o “A farmer plans the next harvest.” 

o “We have a field ready for planting.” 

• An is used before words that begin with a vowel sound. 

o “An agronomist checks the soil.” 

o “We need an irrigation plan for the season.” 

Examples: 

• “A field is prepared for planting.” 

• “An analysis is conducted on the soil nutrients.” 

Usage: 

• Introducing Unspecific Nouns: Use “a” or “an” when mentioning an item or person 

for the first time or when it’s one of many. 

o “A tractor is needed for the farm.” 

o “An irrigation system is essential for dry areas.” 
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2. Using “The” for Specific or Unique Nouns 

The is a definite article, used to refer to a specific item or one that has already been 

mentioned or is unique in the context. 

Mnemonic Tip: Think “The One and Only.” The is used when it’s clear which specific 

item or person is being referred to. 

• The can be used with any noun, singular or plural, countable or uncountable. 

o “The soil in this field is very fertile.” 

o “The farmer inspected the crops carefully.” 

Examples: 

• “The tractor was parked near the barn.” 

• “The analysis showed high nutrient levels.” 

Usage: 

• Referring to Specific or Known Nouns: Use “the” when talking about something 

familiar, unique, or already mentioned. 

o “The field was plowed yesterday.” 

o “The seeds have been stored in the shed.” 

 

3. Omitting Articles: When No Article Is Needed 

Certain nouns do not need an article, particularly when talking about general ideas, plural 

nouns in a general sense, or uncountable nouns. 

When No Article Is Needed 

In English, there are specific situations where articles (“a,” “an,” or “the”) are not used. 

Omitting articles often happens with general concepts, plural nouns, and uncountable nouns. 

Knowing when to omit articles helps make sentences sound natural and clear, especially when 

discussing broad or general topics in agronomy. 

 

1. General Ideas and Abstract Concepts 

When referring to a broad concept or idea, articles are not used because we are not pointing to 

a specific instance. In agronomy, these concepts often include general terms like “farming,” 

“growth,” “agriculture,” and “nature.” 

Examples: 

• “Agronomy focuses on improving soil quality.” 

• “Farming requires careful planning and observation.” 
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Explanation: 

Since we are discussing these ideas as general concepts, not specific or unique cases, articles 

are omitted. For instance, "soil quality" is a broad concept in agronomy, not a specific soil 

sample, so no article is needed. 

 

2. Plural Nouns Used in a General Sense 

When talking about plural nouns in a general sense, no article is used. This is common when 

discussing categories of items or when referring to multiple items as a group rather than 

specific ones. 

Examples: 

• “Crops need sunlight to grow properly.” 

• “Farmers use fertilizers to enrich soil.” 

Explanation: 

Here, "crops" and "fertilizers" are discussed as general categories, not specific items. Since 

we aren’t referring to particular crops or specific fertilizers, no article is necessary. 

 

3. Uncountable Nouns When Discussing Them Generally 

Uncountable nouns, like water, soil, information, and equipment, often don’t require an article 

because they refer to substances or ideas that cannot be individually counted. These nouns 

describe things as a whole rather than separate units. 

Examples: 

• “Good soil is essential for crop growth.” 

• “Water is distributed through an irrigation system.” 

Explanation: 

Since “soil” and “water” are uncountable in this context, they are presented as general 

resources without an article. We’re not referring to a specific batch of soil or a particular body 

of water, so we don’t need to use “a” or “the.” 

 

4. Names of Subjects, Activities, and Languages 

When discussing subjects (like biology or agronomy), activities (like planting or harvesting), 

or languages (like English or French), no article is used. These terms are treated as general 

fields or activities rather than specific instances. 
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Examples: 

• “Agronomy is a key field in agriculture.” 

• “Many farmers speak English to communicate internationally.” 

Explanation: 

Since “agronomy” is a general subject, and “English” is a language, they do not require an 

article. This rule also applies to other subjects and languages. 

 

5. Meals and Times of Day in General Statements 

When discussing meals and times of day in general terms, articles are often omitted. 

Examples: 

• “Farmers wake up early in morning to prepare.” 

• “Many workers take a break during lunch.” 

Explanation: 

In these sentences, “morning” and “lunch” refer to general times of day or meals, not specific 

instances, so articles are omitted. 

 

Common Situations in Agronomy for Omitting Articles 

1. General Processes: “Photosynthesis is essential for plant growth.” 

2. Resources as Substances: “Water and sunlight are required for plants.” 

3. Tools and Equipment (in general sense): “Farmers use equipment to manage fields.” 

4. Scientific Fields: “Agronomy and soil science are interrelated fields.” 

 

Summary Table 

Situation Example Sentence Explanation 

General Concepts “Agronomy improves 

soil quality.” 

No article needed for abstract, 

broad ideas. 

Plural Nouns (General) “Crops grow in 

nutrient-rich soil.” 

Refers to crops as a category, 

not specific plants. 

Uncountable Nouns “Water is essential for 

irrigation.” 

Refers to water as a general 

resource, not a specific body of 

water. 

Subjects/Activities/Languages “English is used for 

international 

agriculture.” 

No article for languages, 

activities, or fields of study. 
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Meals and Times (General 

Sense) 

“Farmers meet for lunch 

during breaks.” 

No article for general mentions 

of meals or times of day. 

 

A Day on the Farm Using Articles 

Imagine a farmer starting their day. They get a tractor ready and check on the greenhouse, 

where an agronomist is testing soil samples. They know the results will help them decide 

which crops are best for the season ahead. The use of “a,” “an,” and “the” in their 

conversation helps specify each item’s importance and uniqueness, showing why articles 

matter in clear communication. 

 

Summary Table of Article Usage 

Article Type Usage Example Example Sentence 

A 
Indefinite 

Article 

General nouns starting with 

consonant sounds 
"We need a plan for planting." 

An 
Indefinite 

Article 

General nouns starting with vowel 

sounds 

"We need an expert to test the 

soil." 

The 
Definite 

Article 
Specific or unique nouns 

"We harvested the wheat field 

last week." 

(none) No Article 
General ideas, uncountable nouns, or 

plural nouns 

"Crops grow better with 

sunlight." 

 

Exercises 

 

Exercise 1: Choosing the Correct Article 

Select the correct article (a, an, the, or no article) for each sentence. 

1. Farmers need ________ tractor for planting season. 

2. ________ soil in this field is very fertile. 

3. The agronomist conducted ________ analysis on nutrient levels. 

4. We checked ________ equipment before starting. 

5. ________ irrigation system is important in dry climates. 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks with “A,” “An,” or “The” 

Complete each sentence with the correct article. 

1. ________ harvest season begins in September. 

2. We installed ________ irrigation system last month. 
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3. ________ equipment is stored in the shed. 

4. ________ agronomist analyzed soil samples. 

5. Farmers need ________ reliable weather forecast. 

 

Exercise 3: Describing Farm Inventory with Articles 

Write a paragraph describing a farm’s inventory for the season. Use “a,” “an,” “the,” or no 

article where appropriate. Include details about fields, equipment, or resources. 

Example: Describe the items a farmer might need before planting season. 

 

Exercise 4: Matching Articles to Sentences 

Match each article with the correct sentence. 

Article Sentence 

A "________ tractor is needed to prepare the fields." 

An "________ analysis was conducted on crop samples." 

The "________ barn houses all of the equipment." 

(none) "________ Seeds are sown in early spring." 

 

Exercise 5: True or False 

Decide if each statement about articles is true or false. 

1. A is used before specific, known nouns. 

2. The is used to indicate general ideas. 

3. An is used before vowel sounds. 

4. No article is needed with plural nouns in a general sense. 

5. The can refer to something unique or one of a kind. 
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Lesson 6. Mastering the Art of Asking Questions in English 

Hook: "Did You Know?" 

Question: "Did you know that asking the right question can lead to better crops and healthier 

soil?" 

Context: Agronomists and farmers use questions daily to solve problems and explore new 

techniques. Knowing how to ask the right question can help uncover answers that improve 

crop yield and sustainability. Let’s dive into how you can use questions to unlock knowledge 

in agronomy! 

Objectives: 

By the end of this lesson, you will: 

1. Understand the basic rules of forming questions in English. 

2. Use a helpful mnemonic to remember question structure. 

3. Practice creating and asking questions specific to agronomy. 

Part 1: The Essentials of Asking Questions 

Let’s Start with the Basics 

1. Types of Questions: 

o Yes/No Questions: These are questions that can be answered with a simple 

"yes" or "no." 

▪ Example: "Do agronomists analyze soil quality?" 

o Wh-Questions: These questions start with a question word and need more 

detailed answers. 

▪ Example: "What techniques improve soil fertility?" 

2. Building Questions: Mnemonic QASI 

o Q – Question Word: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How 

o A – Auxiliary Verb: Helping verb like is, are, do, does, have, will 

o S – Subject: The person or thing the question is about 

o I – Infinitive: The main action word or verb in its base form 

Example Using QASI: 

• Statement: Agronomists monitor soil health. 

• Question: "How (Q) do (A) agronomists (S) monitor (I) soil health?" 

Try It: Convert these statements into questions using the QASI format. 

• Statement: Farmers apply fertilizers before planting. 

• Question: What do farmers apply before planting? 

Part 2: Mnemonic Trick – "5W + 1H" 
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Use 5W + 1H to remember question words. Each one helps you dig deeper and get specific 

answers: 

• Who: asks about a person 

• What: asks about an object, idea, or action 

• Where: asks about a location 

• When: asks about time 

• Why: asks about a reason or purpose 

• How: asks about a process or manner 

Practice Using 5W + 1H 

Let’s make questions from this statement: 

• Statement: Farmers use crop rotation to improve soil health. 

Possible Questions: 

• What is crop rotation? 

• Why do farmers use crop rotation? 

• How does crop rotation benefit soil health? 

Using 5W + 1H helps create questions that lead to useful information and insights! 

Part 3: Agronomy-Specific Questions 

Imagine: You are working in the field with an agronomist who specializes in soil quality. 

You need to gather information for a project on sustainable farming. What questions would 

you ask? 

Try These Types of Questions: 

1. Yes/No Questions: 

o "Is composting effective for improving soil fertility?" 

o "Do drought-resistant crops survive better with less water?" 

2. Wh-Questions: 

o "What are the benefits of crop rotation?" 

o "When should farmers plant in areas with low rainfall?" 

o "Why is soil pH important for plant growth?" 

Exercise: Using the QASI and 5W + 1H techniques, come up with two questions you would 

ask to understand soil management practices better. 

Part 4: Role-Play Activity – Practice Asking Questions 

In pairs, take on the roles of an agronomy student and an experienced farmer. The student’s 

goal is to ask questions to understand sustainable practices in soil and crop management. 

Example Scenario: 
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1. Student: "What (Q) nutrients (S) are needed (I) to improve soil quality?" 

2. Farmer: "We often use organic fertilizers to add nitrogen, phosphorus, and 

potassium." 

Debrief: Share your questions and answers with the group to see how different questions lead 

to unique insights. 

Part 5: Real-Life Application – Agronomy Scenarios 

Think about your own work or studies in agronomy. How could you use questions to find out 

more about: 

1. The best times to plant different crops. 

2. Sustainable practices to enhance soil health. 

3. Techniques for pest control. 

Exercise: Write three questions for each scenario above, using either QASI or 5W + 1H to 

guide you. 

Recap and Closing Activity 

Quick Summary: 

• QASI helps you remember the structure of questions: Question word, Auxiliary, 

Subject, Infinitive. 

• 5W + 1H gives you a tool to explore different aspects of a topic. 

Final Task: Write down one question you could ask in your next agronomy class or project 

that could lead to new insights. 

Remember, asking the right question is often the first step to discovering the answer that 

makes all the difference! 

 Exercise 1: Transform Statements into Questions (Using QASI) 

Convert the following statements into questions using the QASI structure (Question word, 

Auxiliary, Subject, Infinitive). 

1. Farmers test soil for nutrient levels. 

2. Agronomists study ways to improve crop yield. 

3. Researchers analyze rainfall patterns to determine planting seasons. 

4. Technicians monitor soil pH to ensure healthy plant growth. 

5. Farmers use organic compost to improve soil quality. 

Exercise 2: Apply 5W + 1H Mnemonic to Create Questions 

Using the 5W + 1H approach, create a question for each statement below to gather specific 

information. Use "who," "what," "where," "when," "why," or "how." 

1. Statement: Agronomists recommend crop rotation to prevent soil degradation. 
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o Example Question: Why do agronomists recommend crop rotation? 

2. Statement: Farmers use irrigation to maintain soil moisture. 

3. Statement: Researchers are testing new pest control methods. 

4. Statement: Farmers plant drought-resistant seeds in dry climates. 

5. Statement: Scientists observe the effects of compost on plant growth. 

Exercise 3: Choose the Correct Question Type (Yes/No or Wh-Question) 

Read each context below and decide which question type (Yes/No or Wh-Question) is best for 

gathering the information. Then, write the question. 

1. Context: You want to know if composting helps with soil health. 

o Write the question: Does composting help with soil health? (Yes/No) 

2. Context: You need to find out the best season for planting wheat. 

3. Context: You are curious if irrigation systems can reduce water wastage. 

4. Context: You want to learn about the benefits of crop rotation. 

5. Context: You need to know if soil pH affects plant growth. 

Exercise 4: Agronomy-Specific Question Writing Practice 

Write three questions that you would ask an expert in each of the following areas. Use a mix 

of Yes/No Questions and Wh-Questions. 

1. Soil Quality 

o Example: How often should soil tests be conducted for optimal crop growth? 

2. Sustainable Farming 

o Example: What are some sustainable farming practices for pest control? 

3. Plant Growth 

o Example: Do specific nutrients promote faster plant growth? 

4. Composting Techniques 

o Example: What materials are best for creating nutrient-rich compost? 

5. Weather Patterns and Agriculture 

o Example: How does rainfall affect crop planting and harvesting times? 
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Lesson 7. Conditionals in Agronomy 

Hook: Planning for Different Outcomes on the Farm 

Imagine you’re a farmer deciding how to manage water, crop rotation, and pest control. Each 

decision you make could have a different impact on your farm. Conditionals help us talk 

about the possibilities—whether they’re realistic or hypothetical. In agronomy, using 

conditionals can help us predict outcomes, consider alternatives, and make better farming 

decisions. 

 

Lesson Objectives 

1. Understand and use all four conditional forms in sentences related to agronomy. 

2. Discuss possible, probable, and hypothetical farming outcomes using conditional 

structures. 

3. Recognize the relationship between decisions and their effects on farming practices. 

 

1. Types of Conditionals and Their Uses 

Conditionals are sentences that describe cause and effect. They usually have two parts: 

• If clause (condition) 

• Main clause (result or outcome) 

Each type of conditional represents a different level of possibility, from real situations to 

hypothetical ones. 

 

0 Conditional: General Facts and Scientific Truths 

The zero conditional describes situations that are always true. In agronomy, it’s useful for 

discussing scientific facts or general truths. 

Structure: 

• If + present simple, present simple 

Examples: 

• If plants get enough sunlight, they grow well. 

• If soil is dry, it needs water. 
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1st Conditional: Real Possibilities in the Future 

The first conditional talks about possible future outcomes. It’s helpful for discussing likely 

results of farming decisions. 

Structure: 

• If + present simple, will + base form 

Examples: 

• If farmers conserve water, they will save resources. 

• If a farm uses renewable energy, it will reduce its carbon footprint. 

 

2nd Conditional: Hypothetical or Unlikely Situations 

The second conditional describes hypothetical or less likely situations. It’s useful for 

discussing possible improvements or "what if" scenarios in farming that may not happen 

easily. 

Structure: 

• If + past simple, would + base form 

Examples: 

• If farmers had unlimited water, they would grow crops year-round. 

• If Emma used natural pesticides, she would reduce chemical runoff. 

 

3rd Conditional: Past Hypotheticals and Regrets 

The third conditional is used to discuss past situations that didn’t happen and to imagine 

what could have occurred differently. It’s often used to reflect on choices and their outcomes. 

Structure: 

• If + past perfect, would have + past participle 

Examples: 

• If Emma had rotated her crops last year, she would have improved soil fertility. 

• If the farm had conserved water during the drought, it would have saved resources. 
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Agronomy Scenario: Conditional Decisions in Action 

Imagine Emma is working on her sustainable farm and thinking through various scenarios: 

1. If she rotates crops each season, they will reduce soil depletion. (1st Conditional) 

2. If she used natural pest control, she would reduce chemical use. (2nd Conditional) 

3. If she had tested the soil last year, it would have revealed nutrient deficiencies. (3rd 

Conditional) 

Using all types of conditionals allows Emma to discuss different outcomes—whether they are 

certain, possible, hypothetical, or regrets about past choices. 

 

Summary Table of Conditionals 

Conditional 

Type 
Structure Example Use Case 

0 Conditional 
If + present simple, 

present simple 
"If soil is dry, it needs water." General truths 

1st 

Conditional 

If + present simple, will 

+ base form 

"If farmers use compost, they 

will improve soil." 

Real future 

possibilities 

2nd 

Conditional 

If + past simple, would + 

base form 

"If Emma used organic methods, 

she would reduce pollution." 

Hypothetical 

situations 

3rd 

Conditional 

If + past perfect, would 

have + past participle 

"If she had irrigated, her plants 

would have survived." 

Imagined past 

situations 

 

Exercises 

 

Exercise 1: Identifying Conditional Types 

Read each sentence, underline the conditional clause, and identify which type of conditional is 

being used. 

1. If farmers use compost, their soil will become richer. 

2. If the plants had received enough water, they would have grown faster. 

3. If pests are controlled naturally, crop health improves. 

4. If the farm used renewable energy, it would reduce emissions. 

5. If soil is over-fertilized, plants can be damaged. 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks with the Correct Conditional Form 
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Choose the appropriate verb form to complete each sentence. 

1. If farmers _______ (practice) crop rotation, they _______ (see) better yields. 

2. If Emma _______ (use) organic fertilizers, she _______ (reduce) soil contamination. 

3. If the farm _______ (have) installed solar panels, it _______ (save) on electricity costs 

last summer. 

4. If the weather is dry, Emma _______ (need) to water the crops more often. 

5. If farmers _______ (test) the soil regularly, they _______ (detect) nutrient 

deficiencies. 

 

Exercise 3: Real-Life Scenario Description 

Write a paragraph about Emma’s farming decisions. Use all four types of conditionals to 

describe possible, probable, and hypothetical outcomes on her farm. 

Example: Describe what might happen if Emma uses organic methods, or what could have 

happened if she made different choices last year. 

 

Exercise 4: Matching Activity 

Match each conditional sentence to the correct explanation. 

Conditional Sentence Explanation 

If farmers conserve water, they will reduce costs. A) Imagines an unreal past outcome 

If soil is poor, plants grow poorly. B) Discusses a general truth or fact 

If Emma practiced crop rotation, she would improve soil 

health. 

C) Imagines a hypothetical, less 

likely outcome 

If the farm had started composting earlier, it would have 

improved soil health. 

D) Predicts a real possibility for the 

future 

 

Exercise 5: True or False 

Read each statement and decide if it is true or false. 

1. The zero conditional is used for hypothetical situations. 

2. The first conditional describes real or possible future outcomes. 

3. The second conditional is used to describe unlikely or hypothetical situations. 

4. The third conditional describes events in the past that could not have happened. 

5. The first conditional uses "would" in the main clause. 
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Lesson 8.  Writing Effective Paragraphs in Agronomy 

Lesson Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will: 

1. Understand the structure of a well-organized paragraph. 

2. Learn how to start a paragraph with a hook to engage readers. 

3. Use the T.E.E.L. mnemonic (Topic sentence, Explanation, Evidence, Link) to 

structure agronomy paragraphs effectively. 

4. Write a clear, informative paragraph on an agronomy topic. 

 

Part 1: Why Writing Strong Paragraphs Matters in Agronomy 

In agronomy, clear and organized writing helps communicate research findings, explain 

methods, and share insights on best practices. A well-structured paragraph not only presents 

information but also makes it memorable and engaging for readers. 

 

Part 2: Start with a Hook 

Hooks are opening sentences that grab the reader’s attention. In scientific writing, they should 

be relevant, engaging, and directly related to the topic. 

Types of Hooks for Agronomy Paragraphs 

1. Interesting Fact: Start with a surprising or little-known fact. 

o Example: “Did you know that crop rotation can increase soil fertility by up to 

20%?” 

2. Thought-Provoking Question: Ask a question to engage the reader’s curiosity. 

o Example: “What if a simple farming practice could drastically improve soil 

health?” 

3. Bold Statement: Make a direct, confident statement about the topic. 

o Example: “Crop rotation is one of the most effective techniques for sustainable 

farming.” 

4. Short Story or Scenario: Introduce a brief scenario related to the topic. 

o Example: “Imagine a farm where nutrient-rich soil supports thriving crops year 

after year without synthetic fertilizers.” 

 

Part 3: Structuring the Paragraph with T.E.E.L. 

To structure the paragraph, use the T.E.E.L. mnemonic: 

• T – Topic Sentence: Introduce the main idea of the paragraph. 

• E – Explanation: Explain the topic sentence in more detail. 
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• E – Evidence: Provide specific examples, facts, or data to support your explanation. 

• L – Link: Connect back to the main topic or lead into the next paragraph. 

 

Example of T.E.E.L. in Action 

Topic: Benefits of Crop Rotation in Agronomy 

1. Topic Sentence: “Crop rotation is a valuable agronomic practice that enhances soil 

fertility and crop yield.” 

2. Explanation: “By alternating different crops each season, farmers can prevent the 

depletion of specific nutrients in the soil.” 

3. Evidence: “For example, planting legumes after cereals helps replenish nitrogen 

levels, as legumes fix nitrogen into the soil naturally.” 

4. Link: “As a result, crop rotation contributes to long-term soil health, making it a key 

practice in sustainable agriculture.” 

Full Example Paragraph: “Crop rotation is a valuable agronomic practice that enhances soil 

fertility and crop yield. By alternating different crops each season, farmers can prevent the 

depletion of specific nutrients in the soil. For example, planting legumes after cereals helps 

replenish nitrogen levels, as legumes fix nitrogen into the soil naturally. As a result, crop 

rotation contributes to long-term soil health, making it a key practice in sustainable 

agriculture.” 

 

Activities: Practicing Paragraph Writing with T.E.E.L. 

Activity 1: Identify the Parts of T.E.E.L. 

Read the following paragraph and label each sentence as T (Topic), E (Explanation), E 

(Evidence), or L (Link). 

Paragraph: “Cover cropping is an effective technique for preventing soil erosion. This 

practice involves planting crops such as clover or rye to protect the soil during off-seasons. 

For example, fields covered with ryegrass have shown significantly less erosion than bare 

fields in winter months. Therefore, cover cropping can help maintain soil structure and 

fertility over time.” 

Answer: 

• T: “Cover cropping is an effective technique for preventing soil erosion.” 

• E: “This practice involves planting crops such as clover or rye to protect the soil 

during off-seasons.” 

• E: “For example, fields covered with ryegrass have shown significantly less erosion 

than bare fields in winter months.” 

• L: “Therefore, cover cropping can help maintain soil structure and fertility over time.” 
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Activity 2: Write a Paragraph Using T.E.E.L. 

Topic: Importance of Soil Testing in Agronomy 

Instructions: Write a paragraph on the importance of soil testing. Use the T.E.E.L. structure 

to organize your ideas. 

Sample Answer: “Soil testing is essential in agronomy for optimizing crop health and 

productivity. By analyzing soil nutrients, pH, and moisture levels, farmers can make informed 

decisions about fertilization and crop selection. For example, a soil test revealing low nitrogen 

levels may the use of nitrogen-rich fertilizers or planting nitrogen-fixing crops like legumes. 

Regular soil testing, therefore, helps prevent nutrient deficiencies and ensures that crops 

receive the necessary nutrients for optimal growth.” 

 

Activity 3: Create a Hook for Each Topic 

For each topic below, write a hook to capture the reader’s attention. 

1. The Role of Organic Fertilizers in Soil Health 

o Example Answer: “Did you know that organic fertilizers can improve soil 

structure while reducing the need for chemical inputs?” 

2. The Impact of Climate Change on Crop Production 

o Example Answer: “As global temperatures rise, the challenges for farmers 

increase as well.” 

3. Benefits of Precision Agriculture 

o Example Answer: “What if you could increase crop yield while using fewer 

resources? Precision agriculture makes this possible.” 

 

Part 4: Self-Check Quiz 

1. Which T.E.E.L. component introduces the main idea? 

2. What type of linking sentence connects ideas at the end of a paragraph? 

3. Write a T.E.E.L. paragraph about the benefits of composting in agronomy. 

Reflection and Practice 

• Reflect: Think of a topic in agronomy that interests you. How could you use T.E.E.L. 

to explain it clearly? 

• Practice: Write a paragraph using T.E.E.L. on a new agronomy topic, such as 

“Benefits of Drip Irrigation” or “Challenges in Sustainable Farming.” 
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Lesson 9: Using Linking Words for Clear and Cohesive Writing 

Lesson Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, you will: 

1. Understand the purpose of linking words in writing. 

2. Identify different types of linking words and when to use them. 

3. Apply linking words effectively to create cohesive and coherent sentences and 

paragraphs. 

Part 1: What Are Linking Words? 

Definition: Linking words (also known as transition words or connectors) are words or 

phrases that connect ideas within and between sentences and paragraphs. They make writing 

flow logically, showing relationships between ideas, such as addition, contrast, cause, and 

sequence. 

Part 2: Types of Linking Words and Their Functions 

1. Addition 

Use these linking words to add information or support an idea. 

• Examples: and, furthermore, in addition, moreover, also, besides 

• Example Sentence: "The experiment showed promising results; furthermore, the 

data supports previous studies." 

2. Contrast 

These linking words highlight differences or opposition between ideas. 

• Examples: but, however, on the other hand, although, nevertheless, yet 

• Example Sentence: "The fertilizer increased crop yield; however, it also raised soil 

acidity levels." 

3. Cause and Effect 

Show a relationship where one idea leads to another. 

• Examples: because, therefore, as a result, consequently, thus, since 

• Example Sentence: "The soil was nutrient-deficient; as a result, the plants showed 

stunted growth." 

4. Sequence or Order 

These linking words indicate the order of ideas or steps in a process. 

• Examples: first, second, then, next, finally, subsequently, after 
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• Example Sentence: "First, we prepared the soil samples. Then, we conducted 

nutrient tests." 

5. Example or Clarification 

Use these to introduce examples, clarify ideas, or add detail. 

• Examples: for example, for instance, in other words, specifically, such as 

• Example Sentence: "Certain crops, such as legumes, help fix nitrogen in the soil." 

6. Conclusion or Summary 

These linking words help summarize or conclude an idea. 

• Examples: in conclusion, to summarize, overall, in summary, ultimately 

• Example Sentence: "In conclusion, using organic compost can improve soil health 

and crop yield." 

Part 3: How to Use Linking Words Effectively 

• Choose the Right Word: Select a linking word that best matches the relationship 

between your ideas. 

• Avoid Overuse: Use linking words thoughtfully. Overusing them can make writing 

feel forced or repetitive. 

• Vary Your Choices: Instead of repeating the same word, try different ones to keep 

your writing engaging. 

• Place Correctly: Linking words often go at the beginning of a sentence or clause but 

can sometimes appear mid-sentence depending on the structure. 

Activities: Practicing Linking Words 

Activity 1: Fill in the Blanks 

Choose the correct linking word to complete each sentence. 

1. The study was successful; ____ (however / for instance), some improvements are 

needed. 

2. ____ (For example / Because), soil erosion can be reduced by planting cover crops. 

3. We tested three different fertilizers; ____ (in addition / although), we compared their 

effects on crop growth. 

4. The results were promising; ____ (as a result / nevertheless), further research is 

required. 

Activity 2: Match the Function with the Linking Word 

Match each linking word with its correct function (e.g., addition, contrast, cause and effect, 

sequence, example, or conclusion). 

1. Thus 

2. Next 
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3. In summary 

4. Although 

5. Specifically 

6. Moreover 

Activity 3: Rewrite with Linking Words 

Rewrite each set of sentences using the appropriate linking word(s) from the list below: 

• List of Linking Words: however, therefore, in addition, finally, such as 

1. "The soil was nutrient-rich. The plants grew quickly." 

2. "Organic fertilizers help soil health. They are environmentally friendly." 

3. "Several types of crops benefit from compost. Legumes are one example." 

Activity 4: Write a Paragraph Using Linking Words 

Write a short paragraph about one of the following topics, using at least three linking words 

from different categories. 

• Topics: Benefits of Crop Rotation, Importance of Irrigation in Farming 

 

Part 4: Linking Word Self-Check Quiz 

1. Which linking word is best for adding information? 

o a) because 

o b) moreover 

o c) although 

2. Which linking word shows a cause-and-effect relationship? 

o a) for instance 

o b) but 

o c) as a result 

What linking word would you use to contrast two ideas? 

o a) next 

o b) in addition 

o c) however 

Part 5: Reflection and Practice 

Reflect: Think of three linking words you use often in writing. Choose one new linking word 

from each category to vary your language next time. 

Practice: Write a paragraph on a topic of your choice, using at least one linking word from 

each category learned in this lesson. 
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