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Chpater 2 : Soil Science and Fertility 

Title: The Importance of Soil Health in Sustainable Agriculture 

Soil is more than just dirt; it’s a dynamic ecosystem essential for plant growth and, ultimately, 

food production. Understanding soil science and fertility helps agronomists and farmers 

maintain healthy crops and promote sustainable agriculture. Key components that contribute 

to soil health include soil microbiology, organic matter, humus, and soil amendments. 

Soil Microbiology refers to the study of microorganisms—such as bacteria, fungi, and 

algae—found within the soil. These microorganisms play a crucial role in breaking down 

organic materials, cycling nutrients, and helping plants absorb essential elements like nitrogen 

and phosphorus. Without these tiny organisms, soil would lack many of the nutrients 

necessary for plant health. 

Organic Matter consists of decomposed plant and animal material, which enriches the soil 

with vital nutrients and enhances its structure. As organic matter decomposes, it forms 

humus, a dark, nutrient-rich material that improves soil fertility, water retention, and aeration. 

Humus can hold up to 20 times its weight in water, making it incredibly beneficial in 

preventing soil erosion and maintaining soil moisture. 

To enhance soil fertility, farmers often use soil amendments like compost, manure, or lime. 

These materials improve the soil’s physical properties, nutrient content, and pH balance. For 

example, adding lime can neutralize acidic soils, making it easier for plants to access the 

nutrients they need. 

Finally, although fertilizers boost crop growth, they must be used carefully. Excessive 

fertilizer use can lead to nutrient runoff, which pollutes water sources and negatively impacts 

the environment. Therefore, balancing organic and synthetic amendments is crucial for 

maintaining soil health and fertility in the long term. 

Exercises 

1. Vocabulary Matching  

Match each term to its definition. 

Term Definition 

1. Soil 

microbiology 

A. The decomposed plant and animal material in soil, rich in nutrients 

2. Organic matter B. Substances added to soil to improve fertility and physical properties 

3. Humus C. Study of microorganisms in soil that assist in nutrient cycling and 

plant growth 

4. Soil 

amendments 

D. Decomposed material that improves soil structure and retains water 

5. Fertilizers E. Chemicals or organic substances that promote plant growth but can 

harm the environment 
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2. Comprehension Questions  

Answer the following questions based on the text. 

1. What is soil microbiology, and why is it important for plant health? 

2. How does organic matter benefit the soil? 

3. Describe the role of humus in soil health. 

4. Why might farmers use soil amendments, and can you give an example? 

5. What are the potential environmental impacts of using too much fertilizer? 

 

3. Grammar Practice: Present Simple, Present Continuous, and Passive Voice  

1. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in parentheses (present simple 

or present continuous). 

a) Farmers _________ (add) compost to soil to improve fertility. 

b) Right now, scientists _________ (study) the impact of soil amendments on crop 

yield. 

c) Soil microorganisms _________ (help) in nutrient cycling and plant growth. 

2. Rewrite the following sentences in the passive voice. 

a) Farmers add lime to acidic soils to improve pH balance. 

o Passive: ___________________________________________ 

b) Microorganisms break down organic matter to release nutrients. 

o Passive: ___________________________________________ 

4. True or False  

Read each statement and determine if it is true or false based on the text. 

1. Soil microbiology refers to the study of organic material decomposing in the soil. 

2. Humus is a nutrient-poor material that does not affect soil fertility. 

3. Soil amendments are added to improve the soil’s physical and chemical properties. 

4. Using too much fertilizer can lead to nutrient runoff, which may harm the 

environment. 

5. Organic matter helps improve water retention in soil. 

 

5. Fill-in-the-Blanks: Vocabulary in Context  

Use the words below to complete the sentences. Each word should be used once. 

humus, microorganisms, amendments, nutrients, erosion 
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1. Soil _________ such as compost and lime help improve the soil’s quality and fertility. 

2. _________ play a key role in breaking down organic matter in the soil. 

3. The addition of _________ to the soil can increase its water retention and fertility. 

4. Organic matter decomposes to form _________, which provides essential nutrients to 

plants. 

5. Preventing soil _________ is essential to maintaining healthy agricultural land. 

 

6. Sentence Transformation: Active to Passive and Vice Versa  

Rewrite each sentence in the opposite voice (active to passive or passive to active). 

1. Farmers use organic matter to enrich soil fertility. 

o Passive: ___________________________________________________ 

2. Soil amendments are applied by agronomists to improve crop yield. 

o Active: ___________________________________________________ 

3. Microorganisms break down organic materials in the soil. 

o Passive: ___________________________________________________ 

4. Humus is formed by the decomposition of organic matter. 

o Active: ___________________________________________________ 

5. Scientists study the effects of excessive fertilizer use on the environment. 

o Passive: ___________________________________________________ 

 

7. Multiple Choice: Grammar and Vocabulary  

Choose the correct answer for each question. 

1. Soil microbiology focuses on the study of _______ in the soil. 

o a) amendments 

o b) microorganisms 

o c) erosion 

o d) nutrients 

2. Farmers _______ compost to improve soil quality. 

o a) adds 

o b) adding 

o c) add 

o d) added 

3. Which of the following best describes humus? 

o a) A chemical fertilizer 

o b) A nutrient-poor material 

o c) A decomposed, nutrient-rich substance 

o d) A type of microorganism 

4. Soil _________ helps maintain moisture and provides nutrients to plants. 

o a) erosion 

o b) amendments 

o c) conservation 

o d) fertility 
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5. Excessive fertilizer use _________ environmental harm due to nutrient runoff. 

o a) can cause 

o b) causes 

o c) causing 

o d) caused 

8. Short Answer Questions: Critical Thinking  

1. Explain how soil microbiology impacts plant health and growth. 

2. Why is humus considered beneficial for soil structure? 

3. What could be some negative effects of using too many soil amendments? 

4. How does organic matter prevent soil erosion? 

5. In your opinion, what is the most sustainable way to enhance soil fertility? 

9. Short Writing  

Write a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) explaining how organic matter and humus improve 

soil health. Use at least one sentence in the present continuous and one in the passive voice. 

Example: "Farmers are adding organic matter to soil to improve its structure. Humus is 

created as organic material decomposes, enhancing the soil’s water retention and fertility." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


