Dr Badra Menouer
LMD 1 LECTURES

Lecture Four:
Course Three: Elements of poetry
1. Elements of Poetry
The main elements of poetry include:

5.1 Form:
The structure or pattern of a poem, including its rhyme scheme, meter, and stanzas.

e Rhyme scheme refers to the pattern of rhymes in a poem, typically indicated
by letters representing the rhyming words. For example, in the rhyme scheme ABAB,
the first and third lines rhyme with each other, and the second and fourth lines rhyme
with each other.

e Meter refers to the rhythm of a poem, created by the pattern of stressed and
unstressed syllables in a line. Common meters include iambic pentameter, where each
line has ten syllables with alternating stressed and unstressed syllables, and trochaic
tetrameter, where each line has eight syllables with a stressed syllable followed by an
unstressed syllable.

e Stanzas are the groupings of lines in a poem, similar to paragraphs in prose.
Stanzas can vary in length and structure and may have a consistent rhyme scheme
and/or meter throughout. A poem may have several stanzas or just one. Stanzas can help

to organize a poem and emphasize certain ideas or themes.

two lines are called a couplet

e three lines are called a tercet

e four lines are called a quatrain

five lines are called a cinquain

six lines are called a sestet, or occasionally a sexain
seven lines are called a septet

eight lines are called an octave



5.2 Poetic devices:

Poetic devices, also known as literary devices or poetic techniques, are tools and
techniques that poets use to enhance the meaning and beauty of their poetry. These
devices can help create vivid imagery, convey emotions, and add layers of complexity
to a poem. Here's a concise definition:

Poetic devices are artistic and linguistic tools used by poets to add depth, creativity,
and resonance to their poems. These include techniques such as metaphor, simile,
alliteration, rhyme, imagery, and symbolism, among others, which enhance the
aesthetic and communicative qualities of poetry.

5.3 Figurative language:
Figurative language is a literary device used by writers and speakers to convey
meanings beyond the literal definitions of words. It involves using words or
expressions in a way that goes beyond their literal interpretation to create vivid and
imaginative comparisons, connections, or associations. Figurative language is often
used to add depth, complexity, and emotional resonance to writing or speech. Here are
some common types of figurative language:

v' Metaphor: A metaphor is a direct comparison between two unrelated things,
suggesting that one thing is another. For example, "Her smile was a ray of
sunshine.”

v Simile: Similar to a metaphor, a simile also compares two unlike things, but it
uses "like" or "as" to make the comparison explicit. For example, "His voice
was as smooth as silk.

v Personification: Personification involves giving human qualities or
characteristics to non-human entities or objects. For instance, "The wind
whispered through the trees."

v" Hyperbole: Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement or claim that is not meant
to be taken literally. For example, "I've told you a million times."

v Allusion: An allusion is a reference to a well-known person, place, event, or
piece of literature to create a deeper meaning or connection. For instance, "She
had a smile that could rival Mona Lisa's."

v/ Symbolism: Symbolism involves using symbols or objects to represent
abstract ideas or concepts. For example, a dove is often used as a symbol of

peace.



v' Onomatopoeia: Onomatopoeia is the use of words that imitate or resemble the
sounds they describe. For instance, "The bees buzzed loudly in the garden."
v lrony: lrony is a literary device in which there is a contrast between
appearance and reality, often leading to unexpected or humorous outcomes.
v/ Oxymoron: An oxymoron is a combination of contradictory or opposing
words, such as "jumbo shrimp" or "bittersweet."
Figurative language adds layers of meaning, imagery, and depth to the writing and can
make it more engaging, expressive, and memorable for the audience. Writers and
speakers use figurative language to create vivid mental pictures and evoke emotional

responses in their readers or listeners.

5.4 Imagery: Imagery refers to the use of descriptive language to create mental pictures
and sensory experiences for the reader. This can include descriptions of sights, sounds,
smells, tastes, and textures. Effective use of imagery can help to enhance the overall

mood and tone of a poem.
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5.5 Tone:
Tone refers to the author's attitude toward the subject matter or audience of the poem.
Tone can be conveyed through word choice, imagery, and other poetic devices, and
can range from playful and lighthearted to serious and somber. While

5.6 The mood:
The mood of a poem refers to the feeling it evokes in the reader.
Mood refers to the emotional tone or feeling evoked by a piece of literature, artwork,
or a setting. It encompasses the vibrant atmosphere or ambiance created through

words, imagery, or other creative elements.
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5.7 Atmosphere:

Atmosphere refers to the general and pervasive sense or quality of a place,
environment, or situation. It includes all sensory elements (visual, auditory, tactile,
etc.) that contribute to the overall feeling or mood of a specific setting or context.
These terms are often used interchangeably, but mood tends to be more associated
with emotions and feelings, while atmosphere encompasses a broader sensory
experience.

5.8 Theme: Theme is the underlying message or meaning of a poem. It is the central idea
or concept that the author is trying to convey. Themes can be universal or specific to
the author's own experiences or worldview.

5.9 Sound: Sound refers to the use of rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, and other sonic
elements in poetry. These elements can help to create a musical quality to the poem
and enhance its emotional impact on the reader.

5.10 Sound devices

Sound devices, also known as auditory or phonetic devices, are literary techniques that
focus on the use of sound in language to create specific auditory effects and enhance the
overall quality of a text. These devices are commonly used in poetry but can also be found in
prose and other forms of writing. Here are some sound devices with examples:

e Alliteration: Alliteration involves the repetition of initial consonant sounds in a series
of words. It is used to create rhythm and musicality in a text.



Example: "She sells seashells by the seashore."

e Assonance: Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds within words in close
proximity. It can create a sense of harmony or musicality.

Example: "The rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain."”

e Consonance: Consonance is the repetition of consonant sounds within words or at the
end of words in a phrase or sentence.

Example: "Pitter-patter” or "blank and think."

e Onomatopoeia: Onomatopoeia involves words that phonetically imitate or resemble
the sounds they describe, enhancing sensory imagery.

Example: "The clock ticked loudly in the quiet room."

e Euphony: Euphony is the use of harmonious and pleasant-sounding combinations of
words and sounds to create a melodious effect.

Example: "Whispering willows welcomed the weary wanderer."

e Cacophony: Cacophony is the deliberate use of harsh, discordant, and unpleasant
sounds to evoke a specific emotional response or create tension.

Example: "Crash, clank, and bang went the dishes in the kitchen."

e Rhyme: Rhyme involves the repetition of identical or similar sounds, usually at the
end of lines in poetry.

Example: "Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are."

e Repetition: Repetition is the deliberate use of words, phrases, or sounds for emphasis
or to create a rhythmic effect.

Example: "Never, never, never give up." (Winston Churchill)

e Anaphora: Anaphora is a specific type of repetition in which a word or phrase is
repeated at the beginning of successive clauses or sentences.

Example: "I have a dream that one day...
| have a dream that one day..."

e Consonance: Consonance involves the repetition of consonant sounds, especially at
the end of words, to create a pleasing or musical effect.

Example: "The little boat floated on the peaceful sea."



Sound devices are powerful tools in literature because they engage the reader's or listener's
senses and contribute to the overall tone, mood, and impact of a text. Writers use these
devices to convey meaning, create atmosphere, and make their work more memorable and
engaging.





