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L ' É T U D E  D E  L ' A R C H I T E C T U R E  
P R É H I S T O R I Q U E  E X P L O R E  L E S  
P R AT I Q U E S  A R C H I T E C T U R A L E S  

D E S  P R E M I È R E S  S O C I É T É S  
H U M A I N E S .  L ' A C C E N T  E S T  M I S  

S U R  L A  M A N I È R E  D O N T  
L ’ H O M M E  A  R É A G I  À  S O N  

E N V I R O N N E M E N T  À  T R AV E R S  
L A  C O N S T R U C T I O N  D ' A B R I S  
P R I M I T I F S ,  D E  S T R U C T U R E S  

M É G A L I T H I Q U E S  E T  D E  
P R E M I E R S  É TA B L I S S E M E N T S .

L ' A N A LY S E  D E S  M AT É R I A U X  E T  
D E S  T E C H N I Q U E S  U T I L I S É S  
P E R M E T  D E  C O M P R E N D R E  

C O M M E N T  C E S  F O R M E S  
A R C H I T E C T U R A L E S  R E F L È T E N T  
L E S  C R O YA N C E S  C U LT U R E L L E S  

E T  S O C I A L E S  D E  L E U R S  
C R É AT E U R S ,  T O U T  E N  M E T TA N T  

E N  L U M I È R E  L ' H É R I TA G E  
D U R A B L E  D E  N O T R E  

E N V I R O N N E M E N T  B Â T I .

The study of prehistoric architecture 

explores the architectural practices 

of early human societies. The focus 

is on how humans reacted to their 

environment through the 

construction of primitive shelters, 

megalithic structures, and early 

settlements.

The analysis of the materials and 

techniques used allows for an 

understanding of how these 

architectural forms reflect the 

cultural and social beliefs of their 

creators, while also highlighting the 

enduring legacy of our built 

environment.



TIMELINE OF HISTORY



TIMELINE OF ARCHITECTURAL 
PERIODS



FROM NOMADISM TO SEDENTARISM



FROM NOMADISM TO SEDENTARISM



BIGGINING OF ARCHITECTURE

• Three types of architecture emerge:

SHELTERS (ephemeral architecture)   ≠  
MEGALITHS ( sustainable architecture)

And villages



PREHISTORIC TIMELINE



L E S  A B R I S  P R I M I T I F S .  L A  P R E M I È R E  F O R M E  D E  
P R O D U C T I O N  A R C H I T E C T U R A L E

PRIMITIVE SHELTERS
T H E  F I R S T  F O R M  O F  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  P R O D U C T I O N



THE DTERMINANTS OF EARLY 
ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTION



PRIMITIVE SHELTERS/ LES ABRIS 
PRIMITIFS



PRIMITIVES SHELTERS



PRIMITIVE SHELTERS
MESOLITHIC PERIOD



PRIMITIVES SHELTERS
NEOLITHIC PERIOD

The beginnings of the modern 

period of humanity



PRIMITIVE SHELTERS
NEOLITIC PERIOD



PRIMITIVE SHELTERS
NEOLITIC PERIOD



L ’ A R C H I T E C T U R E  M É G A L I T H I Q U E .  U N E  A U T R E  F O R M E  D E  
P R O D U C T I O N  A R C H I T E C T U R A L E  D E  L A  P R É  H I S T O I R E

MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
A N O T H E R  F O R M  O F  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  P R O D U C T I O N  

F R O M  P R E H I S T O R Y



MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE



TYPES OF MEGALITHS



TYPES OF MEGALITHS



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC 
ARCHITECTURE



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC 
ARCHITECTURE



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
OTHER USES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE/ 

DWELLINGS

L'architecture

préhistorique

mégalithique, bien que

principalement

associée à des

monuments funéraires

et cérémoniels,

pourrait également

avoir servi

d'habitations.

Cependant, il existe

peu de preuves

directes de structures

résidentielles

attribuées aux

bâtisseurs de

mégalithes.

Megalithic prehistoric architecture, although primarily 

associated with funerary and ceremonial monuments, may 

also have served as dwellings. However, there is little 

direct evidence of residential structures attributed to the 

builders of megaliths.



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
OTHER USES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE/VILLAGES



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
OTHER USES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE/ BRIDGES



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
IN ALGERIA/ ROKNIA_GUELMA



EXEMPLES OF MEGALITHIC ARCHITECTURE
IN ALGERIA/ BOUNOUARA _CONSTANTINE

La vaste nécropole mégalithique qui couvre le versant ouest et le sommet du Djebel 

Mazela près du village de Bou Nouara est l’une des plus célèbres d’Algérie 

orientale. Le Djebel Mazela est un anticlinal de calcaires aptiens qui dépend du 

massif de l’Oum Settas, à trente kilomètres au sud-est de Constantine.



L E S  P R E M I E R S  V I L L A G E S  N É O L I T H I Q U E S

THE FIRST NEOLITHIC 

VILLAGES



THE NEOLITIC VILLAGES



EVOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY / 
EVOLUTION OF SKILLS AND MATERIALS



FROM VILLAGE TO CITY



L E S  P R E M I È R E S  V I L L E S  D A N S  L ’ H I S T O I R E  D E  
L ’ H U M A N I T É

THE FIRST CITIES IN THE 
HISTORY OF HUMANITY



THE FIRST TOWNS /
ÇATAL HUYUK CITY IN TURKEY



ÇATAL HUYUK CITY IN TURKEY



ÇATAL HUYUK CITY IN TURKEY



THE FIRST TOWNS/
KHIROKITIA IN CYPRUS

CLIMONAS AND KHIROKITIA



THE FIRST TOWNS/
JERICHO IN PALESTINE

ANCIENT JERICHO: THE FIRST WALLED CITY IN HISTORY



JERICHO IN PALESTINE

ANCIENT JERICHO: THE FIRST WALLED CITY IN HISTORY



THE FIRST TOWNS 

MOHENDJO DARO: THE FIRST CITY WITH SEWAGE SYSTEM

Located in modern-day

Pakistan, Mohenjo-Daro

was founded in 2500

B.C.E., about two miles

from the Indus River. Its

name means ''mound of

the dead. '' Artifacts

were found on a series of

mounds that concealed

the city before it was

excavated in 1924. At its

largest point, the city

housed over forty

thousand people.



L A  N A I S S A N C E  D E S  P R E M I È R E S  C I V I L I S A T I O N S

THE BIRTH OF THE FIRST 

CIVILIZATIONS



THE BIRTH OF WRITING/ THE BIRTH OF 
CIVILIZATION

Timeline of  

writing



CIVILIZATION?



THE FERTILE CRESCENT “CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION”
LE CROISSANT FERTILE “BERCEAU DE LA CIVILISATION”



L ' A R C H I T E C T U R E  D E  L A  
P R É H I S T O I R E  R E P R É S E N T E  
U N E  É TA P E  F O N D A M E N TA L E  

D A N S  L ' É V O L U T I O N  D E  
L ' H U M A N I T É ,  M A R Q U A N T  L E  
D É B U T  D E  L ' I N T E R A C T I O N  
E N T R E  L ' H O M M E  E T  S O N  

E N V I R O N N E M E N T.

À  T R AV E R S  L ' É T U D E  D E S  
A B R I S  P R I M I T I F S ,  D E S  

S T R U C T U R E S  
M É G A L I T H I Q U E S  E T  D E S  

P R E M I E R S  É TA B L I S S E M E N T S ,  
N O U S  AV O N S  P U  O B S E R V E R  

C O M M E N T  L E S  B E S O I N S  
F O N D A M E N TA U X  D ' A B R I  E T  

D E  S É C U R I T É  O N T  C O N D U I T  
À  D E S  I N N O VAT I O N S  
A R C H I T E C T U R A L E S  

S I G N I F I C AT I V E S .

The architecture of prehistory 

represents a fundamental stage in 

the evolution of humanity, marking 

the beginning of the interaction 

between humans and their 

environment. 

Through the study of primitive 

shelters, megalithic structures, and 

early settlements, we have 

observed how fundamental needs 

for shelter and security led to 

significant architectural innovations.



E N  C O N C L U S I O N ,  
L ' A R C H I T E C T U R E  

P R É H I S T O R I Q U E  N ' E S T  PA S  
S I M P L E M E N T  U N E  S É R I E  D E  

C O N S T R U C T I O N S ;  E L L E  E S T  L E  
R E F L E T  D ' U N E  É P O Q U E  O Ù  L E S  

H U M A I N S  O N T  C O M M E N C É  À  
F A Ç O N N E R  L E U R  M O N D E .

C E  PA R C O U R S  À  T R AV E R S  L E  
T E M P S  N O U S  R A P P E L L E  Q U E  

C H A Q U E  P I E R R E  P O S É E  E T  
C H A Q U E  A B R I  C O N S T R U I T  
R A C O N T E  U N E  H I S T O I R E ,  

C E L L E  D E  L ’ H O M M E  E T  D E  S A  
Q U Ê T E  P O U R  S ' É TA B L I R  D A N S  

U N  E N V I R O N N E M E N T  
C O M P L E X E .

L ' É T U D E  D E  C E T T E  P É R I O D E  
N O U S  P E R M E T  É G A L E M E N T  
D ' A P P R É C I E R  L E S  R A C I N E S  

P R O F O N D E S  D E  N O T R E  
PAT R I M O I N E  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  

C O N T E M P O R A I N .

In conclusion, prehistoric 

architecture is not merely a series of 

constructions; it is a reflection of an 

era when humans began to shape 

their world. 

This journey through time reminds us 

that every stone laid and every 

shelter built tells a story—one of 

humanity and its quest to establish 

itself in a complex environment. 

The study of this period also allows 

us to appreciate the deep roots of 

our contemporary architectural 

heritage.





All these forms of prehistoric shelters 

continue to exist today, either for peoples 

who still live in a primitive way, for tourism 

purposes, or for uses that have evolved to 

inspire contemporary architecture.
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