Maritime Law and Ship Legal System - International Agreements
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Maritime law has undergone radical transformations throughout history, evolving from local
customs into a unified international institutional system. Its roots trace back to the Rhodian Sea Law
(600-800 AD), which established the principle of "General Average." During the Middle Ages, regional
codes emerged, such as the Laws of Oléron in the Atlantic and the Consolato del Mare in the
Mediterranean. In the modern era, the establishment of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)

in 1948 marked the transition of legislation into a phase of comprehensive international coordination.
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Removes many carrier defenses. Extends responsibility: Port-to-Port. Shipper Protection Hamburg Rules
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The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) serves as the
"Constitution of the Oceans," defining maritime zones and national sovereignty. The convention
geometrically divides the sea starting from the Baseline, followed by the Territorial Sea (12 nm) where
the state exercises full sovereignty, then the Contiguous Zone (up to 24 nm) for customs enforcement,
reaching the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (200 nm) for resource exploitation. Beyond these limits lie
the High Seas, which are considered the common heritage of mankind and are governed by the principle

of freedom of navigation.

* Baseline: The starting point at the coast (0 nm).

* Territorial Sea: Extends from 0 to 12 nm. Label: "Sovereignty (Air, Sea, Seabed)".

e Contiguous Zone: Extends from 12 nm to 24 nm. Label: "Enforcement (Customs, Immigration)".

» Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): Extends from 12 nm to 200 nm. Label: "Resource Rights (Fishing,
oil)".

» High Seas: Beyond 200 nm. Label: "Freedom of Navigation / Common Heritage".

e Continental Shelf. Extends along the seabed below the EEZ. The diagram should clearly mark the

distances in nautical miles
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SOLAS is widely regarded as the most important international treaty concerning maritime safety,
originating as a direct response to the Titanic disaster in 1914. The convention goes beyond merely
providing lifeboats; it mandates strict standards for ship construction, fire protection systems, and radio
communications, operating under the principle of "Flag State" responsibility. It also includes the
International Safety Management (ISM) Code to ensure a safe management system on board ships to

mitigate human error.
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MARPOL represents the primary legal pillar for preventing marine pollution from ships, whether
operational or accidental. The convention comprises six technical annexes covering all forms of
pollutants: Oil (I), Chemicals (II), Harmful Substances in Packaged Form (III), Sewage (IV), Garbage (V),
and Air Pollution (VI). One of its most significant recent amendments is the implementation of the Global

Sulfur Cap 2020, which limited sulfur content in fuel to 0.5% to protect air quality.
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Liability Limit = Max ( 666.67 SDR/package , 2 SDR/kg )

The Hague-Visby, Hamburg, and Rotterdam Rules regulate the relationship between the carrier and
the shipper, defining liability limits for cargo damage. The Hague-Visby Rules remain the most
prevalent despite favoring the carrier through the "Nautical Fault" defense, capping compensation at
666.67 SDR per package. In contrast, the Hamburg Rules aimed to protect the shipper by removing
exemptions, while the Rotterdam Rules attempt to modernize the system to include "Door-to-Door"

transport and electronic documentation, though their global acceptance remains limited.



