Air, Road, and Rail Transportation Legislation
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1. Air Transportation Definition

Air transportation refers to the movement of
passengers and cargo by aircraft, such as airplanes and
helicopters. It is characterized by high speed and is
governed by international conventions (like Montreal
1999) and national laws. It involves complex
infrastructure, including airports, air traffic control,
and specialized safety regulations to manage the use of
national and international airspace.
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2. Road Transportation Definition

Road transportation is the movement of people and
goods on public roads using motor vehicles, such as
cars, trucks, and buses. It is the most flexible mode of
transport, providing "door-to-door"” service. Legally, it
is regulated by traffic laws, vehicle safety standards,
and commercial transport regulations (such as the CMR
Convention for international road freight) to ensure
road safety and orderly commerce.
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3. Rail Transportation Definition

Rail transportation is a mode of transport that involves
the movement of passengers and freight using wheeled
vehicles specially designed to run on a track (rails). It is
highly efficient for long-distance and heavy-bulk
transport. Legally, it is governed by specific
frameworks (like the COTIF Convention) that manage
infrastructure ownership, operational safety, and the
liability of railway undertakings towards their
customers.
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1. Air Transportation Law
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1.1 International Framework: The
Chicago Convention (1944)

The Chicago Convention of 1944 is considered the

"Constitution” of international civil aviation. It

established the International Civil Aviation

Organization (ICAO). Key principles include:

= Sovereignty: Every state has complete and exclusive
sovereignty over the airspace above its territory.



= Technical Standards: It sets SARPs (Standards and
Recommended Practices) for safety, licensing, and
navigation.

= Freedoms of the Air: It defines commercial rights for
airlines to fly across or land in other countries.
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1.2 Liability Regimes: Warsaw vs.
Montreal

The international liability regime has evolved from the
Warsaw Convention (1929), which had low liability
limits based on "presumed fault,” to the Montreal
Convention (1999 - MC99). MC99 is the modern
standard, designed to be more favorable to passengers.
It introduced a "Two-Tier Liability” system for death or
injury:
= First Tier: Strict liability (no proof of fault needed) up
to approximately 128,821 SDR.

= Second Tier: Unlimited liability based on fault (the
carrier must prove they were not negligent to avoid
higher claims).
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1.3 Algerian Aviation Law

Algeria regulates its airspace through national
legislation that aligns with international treaties. The
primary legislation is Law No. 98-06 (amended), which
sets general rules for civil aviation. The regulatory
authority is the National Civil Aviation Agency
(ANAM). Algeria has ratified the Montreal Convention
(1999), incorporating its rules into domestic law for
international flights.
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1.4 Liability Limits (MC99)

Category Liability Limit Nature of Liability
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Death/Injury - 128,821 SDR Strict Liability (Tier 1) /
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Category Liability Limit Nature of Liability
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Cargo (gsladl) ~ 22 SDR per kg

2. Road Transportation Law
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2.1 International Framework (CMR,
TIR, ADR)

International road transport relies on several key
conventions. The CMR Convention (1956) governs the
contract for the international carriage of goods by road,
defining carrier liability. The TIR Convention facilitates
border crossing using sealed containers. The ADR
Agreement regulates the transport of dangerous goods
to ensure public safety.
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2.2 Algerian Road Transportation
Law



Road transport in Algeria is governed by a

comprehensive legal system comprising:

= Law No. 01-13: Regarding the orientation and
organization of land transport.

= Law No. 01-14: Regarding traffic organization, safety;,
and security (Traffic Law).

= Executive Decree No. 04-415: Regulating the
conditions for practicing goods and passenger
transport activities.

Key aspects include rigorous vehicle and driver
licensing standards to ensure safety.
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2.3 Liability Limits

Under the CMR Convention for international transport,
liability is often calculated in SDR. The standard limit is
8.33 SDR per kilogram of gross weight. The
Consignment Note acts as proof of the contract of
carriage.
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3. Rail Transportation Law
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3.1 International Framework
(COTIF/CIM)

Rail transport is characterized by specific legal
frameworks due to its link to state infrastructure. The
COTIF Convention is the overarching treaty, which
includes the CIM Rules (for goods) and CIV Rules (for
passengers). These rules standardize the consignment
note and define carrier liability for loss, damage, or
delay.
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3.2 Algerian Railway Context

In Algeria, the rail sector is a vital public service
managed by the state. The National Rail Transport
Company (SNTF) holds the monopoly on network
operation. Its activities are subject to commercial law




and special regulations governing rail transport safety
and infrastructure protection.
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Key Legal Terms (asiosla)l o lxlloasll

English
Term

Concept/Definition
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Term
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Port State Control
(PSC)
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Major International Conventions
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Key Concepts in Algerian Law
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