Maritime Zones Under State Sovereignty
According to International Law of the Sea
1982

FIRST AXIS: Zones Subject to Absolute Sovereignty of the
Coastal State

The issue of delimiting maritime zones is not an easy matter. Therefore, we find that this issue has constituted a
main subject in many successive international maritime agreements, starting from the Geneva Convention of
1958 up to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea "Montego Bay" of 1982. The latter convention
was better than its predecessors as it provided a clearer picture regarding the powers and competencies granted to
the coastal state, particularly in the maritime domain completely subject to the sovereignty of the coastal state, or
rather in the territorial sea, as well as the authority of this state in specific areas when it comes to the contiguous

zone.
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First: The Territorial Sea

Coastal or littoral states enjoy, unlike other states, a defined maritime domain, in contrast to other states that
were not favored by geography to face the sea and are called landlocked states. The territorial sea is considered
at the core of this defined maritime domain according to the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the

Law of the Sea "Montego Bay" (Convention on the Law of the Sea).
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However, before discussing the territorial sea, it should be noted that internal waters, which are considered an
integral part of the land territory of the coastal state, are located before the baseline. These consist of ports,
marine basins, bays, and internal seas, and are determined by two technical methods clarified by Article 5 and

Article 7 of the Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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The territorial sea is considered the most important part of the maritime territory of the coastal state, and it is
completely subject to its administrative and judicial jurisdiction, where it exercises full sovereignty over it,
whether related to extending its national laws (legislative aspect - both civil and criminal); or exploiting the
resources of this maritime zone (economic aspect) without dispute from any other coastal state; or conducting

military operations (security aspect) or maneuvers within the limits of this territory.
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In the same context, Article 1 of the United Nations Convention concluded on February 28, 1958, defined the
territorial sea as: "The sovereignty of the coastal state extends beyond its land territory and internal waters to an

area of sea adjacent to its coasts known as the territorial sea."
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Furthermore, the measurement of the territorial sea is done by calculating a distance of twelve (12) nautical
miles at most, starting from the baseline, according to Article 3 of Section 2 - Limits of the Territorial Sea of the
"Montego Bay" Convention of 1982, which states: "Every state has the right to establish the breadth of its
territorial sea up to a limit not exceeding 12 nautical miles, measured from baselines determined in accordance

with this Convention."
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In a related context, the same latest Convention states in its Article 5 that: "Except where otherwise provided in
this Convention, the normal baseline for measuring the breadth of the territorial sea is the low-water line along
the coast as marked on large-scale charts officially recognized by the coastal state." This is the same definition
provided by the previous Geneva Convention of 1958, as well as the definition contained in a judgment issued

by the International Court of Justice in 1951 regarding the Norwegian Fisheries case.

il WY slisiwl" el e (B) dmol] Lginko 8 Lais 805V axdlasy] wls ols valo 53 Glw s
Al sl 33 90 cealdY Ll o se pulid) solall pulwl s s ué Gle aslasyl oin lewd ois
agadl 8 o bioww, Lgr 8 izall Sl pwhioll wls Lash,all Gl Guo od oS Joludl slaiel le
oS> 58 3,loll oy il 135g vasludl 1958 Cayiz adlasl ay wsls sl caypmill wls gng "aul> Ll
gz i)l 3baall apad liy 1951 diw adgall Jasdl aaSme o olo




It is clear from this definition that the baseline adopted here is the normal baseline. As for the case where the
straight baseline is adopted, it occurs in case of deep indentation or interruption, or the presence of a chain of
islands along the coast and at a close distance directly from it, where straight lines connecting the prominent
points on the coast are linked, such that there are internal waters between them and the land belonging to the

coastal state.
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Second: The Contiguous Zone

It is no secret that the area of water is three times larger than the land area of the Earth. Therefore, many coastal
states enjoy a wider maritime domain that does not stop at the limits of the territorial sea defined by 12 nautical
miles from the baseline, but extends beyond those limits. Perhaps the maritime zone that immediately follows
the territorial sea is called the "Contiguous Zone," which begins from the baseline within twenty-four (24)
nautical miles, i.e., twelve (12) nautical miles from the territorial sea limits of the coastal state, if the distance of

this sea is defined by 12 nautical miles, according to Article 33 of the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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Although the sovereignty of the coastal state diminishes in the contiguous zone and is not complete, it is no less
important than the territorial sea. This is because the coastal state imposes a set of powers and enjoys several
competencies in this zone, which were established for it by the Geneva Convention of 1958 previously in Article
24, then followed by the Law of the Sea of 1982 by stipulating them in Article 33.
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These powers and competencies stipulated exclusively in the 1982 Convention in force relate to the following
areas: taxes, customs, immigration, and health. Article 33 of the same Convention explicitly states that the
coastal state extends its authority and sovereignty over this maritime zone when it concerns the aforementioned

areas, by including the phrase "may exercise the control necessary."
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Algeria, like other coastal states, has given great attention to its contiguous zone by issuing Presidential Decree
No. 04-344 dated November 6, 2004, concerning the establishment of a contiguous zone adjacent to the
territorial sea of the Algerian state. This zone is adjacent to the territorial sea within 24 nautical miles starting
from the baseline. Article 2 of this decree established Algeria's exercise of its right of control in application of
Articles 33 and 303 of the aforementioned 1982 Convention, stating: "The right of control is exercised within
this zone in accordance with Articles 33 and 303 of the aforementioned United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea."
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SECOND AXIS: Maritime Zones Subject to Relative
Sovereignty of the Coastal State

The maritime domain of some coastal states is not limited to their territorial sea and contiguous zone, but extends
to other maritime zones. What is meant here is the Exclusive Economic Zone in which they have a set of rights
and powers, such as conducting economic exploitation activities. Furthermore, the Continental Shelf is also
considered among the maritime zones in which coastal states enjoy their sovereignty and exercise their authority

within certain limits established in the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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First: The Exclusive Economic Zone

The Exclusive Economic Zone is that maritime zone extending 200 nautical miles, calculated from the baseline,
including the territorial sea and contiguous zone. Article 55 of the 1982 "Montego Bay" Convention defined it as
"that zone situated beyond the territorial sea and adjacent to it, subject to the specific legal regime established in
this Part, under which the rights and jurisdiction of the coastal state and the rights and freedoms of other states

are governed by the relevant provisions of this Convention."
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In the same context, Article 56 of the mentioned Convention granted coastal states two types of rights: Sovereign

rights: Their scope includes exploration and exploitation activities of living and non-living natural resources in



the waters superjacent to the seabed and of the seabed and its subsoil and everything related to the conservation
and management of these resources. In addition, among the rights of coastal states in this zone is conducting
exploration and economic exploitation activities, such as energy production from water. Jurisdictional rights:
These rights relate exclusively to: establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine

scientific research; protection and preservation of the marine environment.
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It should be noted that the coastal state that has an exclusive economic zone has sovereign rights over this zone,
and therefore has the authority to license other states, in addition to its ability to determine the quantity (Quota
system) of living resources (tuna fish, for example), taking into account the rights of geographically

disadvantaged states and developing states in the region and outside it.
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Second: The Continental Shelf

Article 1 of the Geneva Convention relating to the Continental Shelf of 1958 defined it as: "For the purposes of
these articles, the term 'continental shelf' is used to refer to: (a) - the seabed and submerged areas adjacent to the
coast and situated outside the territorial sea area, to a depth of 200 meters or beyond that to the point where the
depth of the waters covering it allows the exploitation of the natural resources of that area; (b) - the seabed and

subsoil of similar submerged areas adjacent to the coasts of islands."
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The continental shelf is considered a geological criterion according to some scientists, as the average depth of
the continental shelf generally is 200 meters, where the continental shelf edge is located, followed by the
continental slope. This is based on the idea that this depth is the most suitable in that period, according to the
scientific and technological progress achieved in the eighties when the Convention was concluded, enabling the

exploitation and investment of continental shelves.
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The issue of exploiting and investing continental shelves, with a depth rate reaching 200 meters, has aroused the
concern of developing countries in particular, which do not possess the advanced means to exploit and invest the
resources located in their continental shelves at the rate estimated in the mentioned Convention, or rather a depth
rate reaching or exceeding 200 meters from the waters covering them. The same applies to countries that possess
the same technological capabilities and have opposite or adjacent coasts, where the issue of equity in the

exploitation and investment of these shelves is raised.
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Conclusion

From the above, we conclude that coastal states enjoy a maritime domain divided into several maritime zones,
starting from the territorial sea up to the continental shelf, over which they exercise their powers and impose
their laws, in a manner where this sovereignty and authority of the coastal state varies according to the degree of
proximity or distance from the baseline of this state, such that the farther from the baseline, the more the

authority and sovereignty of the coastal state diminishes, and vice versa.
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However, it can be said that coastal states, despite their different maritime domains, enjoy a privileged position
on the security level when it comes to their strategic geographical location; or on the economic level when

related to their economic standing among states.
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