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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

1. Introduction

Gauss's law is a mathematical model that can be used to obtain the electric fields of certain
charge distributions with a high degree of symmetry, such as cylinders, spheres and infinite

wires.

It is therefore a specialized method, but it is very useful for this class of problems to which it
can be applied. At this stage, Gauss's law will help us to better understand the shapes of

electric fields due to continuous charge distributions.
2. Definitions

A- Surface vector: The surface vector ds is a vector carried by the unit vector normal

to the surface. ds
B- Flux of a vector field: The elementary flux d® is,
dp=Fds>0= ffgd—’:ffgdﬁ
With ds =ds.N E

The unit of flow is the Weber (Wb).
3. Electric field flow through a closed surface

Let S be an arbitrary closed surface and q be the charge enclosed within the surface S. The

elementary electric field flux created by the charge q across the closed surface S is given by:

o = E.ds = E.ds.cosa

—

a: the angle between E and N (ds) The electric field E = I:—Zz_i and do = %ﬁ .ds =

—

u.ds

kq

r2

— >

U.ds =ds |u| cosa
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

The electric field will be :

S
rEE T or ey
Ez%ﬂand @:iﬁ%ﬁ.%:@kqu';’s“ '

ds.cosa

with —2 = dQ = solid angle

Note: The unit of the solid angle is the steradian.

Since the area of a sphere of radius R is S= 4nR?, we deduce that the largest measurable solid

angle, which corresponds to an object covering the entire sphere, is 4 steradians.

QO=4n= the solid angle to see all of space

So 9= L 4g=2

4TTE &0

In the case of several point charges, the flux is written as:

¢= #EIS:: ZQint

€o
4. Gauss Theorem

a- Statement of Gauss Theorem

« The flux inside a closed surface called a Gauss surface is equal to the sum of the net

charges Qint inside this surface divided by the dielectric permittivity in vacuum g, »

(Z)= #EI€)= ZQint

L))
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

b. The steps involved in applying Gauss's theorem
e Choosing a coordinate system
e Study the invariance of the system
e Study symmetry
e Choice of Gaussian surface; the table shows the different cases where a cylinder is

chosen as the SG and the cases where a sphere is chosen as the SG:

Possible cases  Possible cases  Possible cases  Possible cases

GSisa An infinite An infinite A surface or Two or more
cylinder wire plane volume cylinders
charged
cylinder

GS is a sphere A surface- or Two or more
volume- spheres

charged sphere

c. GT for different continuous charge distribution :

[ Adl
€0

e Linear distribution (dg=2Adl) ¢ = §fE.ds =

e Surface distribution (dg=o0ds) ¢ = ff E.ds =

e Volume distribution (dg=pdv) ¢ = §fE.ds = [edv

5. Application examples
5.1. Case of an infinite wire

- Choice of coordinate system:

If we zoom in on the wire, we'll have a cylinder with an infinitely small radius, so we use

cylindrical coordinates.
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

- Study of invariance
We study invariance with respect to p, 6 and z (cylindrical coordinates).
e If we change the angle 0, M rotates around the wire, but the electric field does not

change.

e [f we change z, M translates along (Oz) and since the wire is infinite, we still have the
same wire, SO E remains invariant remains invariant.

e [f we change p, M can move away from or towards the wire, so E does not remain the

same. So E depends only on p.

z
M —_—
I E
i
-— —_—
- Study of symmetry
In this case, we have two planes of symmetry:
3
1. The plane intersecting the infinite wire \—/
horizontally (u,, ug _
Y( f0) 6) (ED)J 7 @ /
2. The plane intersecting the infinite wire -

vertically (u,, u;)

)

So the axis of symmetry is the intersection of the

two planes, this is the axis following u_p’ so the electric field is following u_p’.

- Choice of Gauss surface
The Gaussian surface is a cylinder of radius r and and height h. Because of symmetry, the

field follows the radius p, so we say the field is said to be "radial" and constant in the

Gaussian surface (E depends only on p). T
| ‘ng‘lzmsssuw
According to Gauss's Theorem: @ =  [[ E.ds = 20ine — :
&9 _—
—_— —_—— —_—— —_—— —%_.
Q):ffEdS =ffE'dSbasel+ffE'dSlat +ffE'dSba562 e
e - B —/
E Ldsbase:)ffE'dslat =0 \/
c‘fé‘?:rﬁ-ql-ﬁmf l

E llds;g s0:0 = [[E.dsig = [[ E.dsjq=E. [ dsiar = E.Siat
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

so @ = E 2nrh
Let's find Qint, the elementary charge is : dg = Adl =Q =1 Oh dl = 2h

Ah A
E2nrh =—=F =
£o 2mrey

5.1. Case of an infinite cylinder

- Choice of coordinate system

Since we're studying a cylinder, we use cylindrical coordinates.

- Study of invariance

It's the same as the wire. The electric field does not change by varying 6 and z, however, E

depends on p.
- Study of symmetry
In this case, too, we have two planes of symmetry: TN
The plane intersecting the infinite wire horizontally (@, u_g’) and
. PR I . \ (4o
The plane intersecting the infinite wire vertically (u,, u,)
So the axis of symmetry is the intersection of the two planes \_ /(@' )

It's the axis along u, so the electric field is along .

- Choice of Gauss surface

The Gaussian surface is a cylinder of radius r and height h.

Because of symmetry, the radial field is constant in the Gaussian surface.

According to Gauss's Theorem: ® = [[ E.ds = 20

€o

P\ /72—

— — — —_— — c{'s‘?""“"“*”f
Q) = ffE'dS :ﬂ-E'& base1+ffE'dSlat +ffE'd;base2

E_)J_ ds base — ffEdSbase =0
E llds;g so:0 = [[E.dsig = [[ E.ds;q=E. [ dSiar = E-Siat

Then @ = E 2rh=Qint/€0
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

The cylinder can be either surface or volume charged.

Important note:

The choice of Gaussian surface for a cylinder charged either on the surface or in volume, or
two cylinders (one charged in volume and the other charged on the surface, or both charged
on the surface...) is always a cylinder of radius r and height h. The flux calculation will be the

same, only the Qi charge will vary according to the given distribution.
a- For a surface-charded cylinder
- The electric field

We have tos cases ;

T
-

1% case r < R we take the Gauss surface inside the 4 z \." :I:

charged cylinder to calculate the internal field. Then, in \

==
- . W,
.

1
Ay
5

a surface distribution, we have : -

__________

Qint =0=E{ =Ejps =0 SG 2

2™ case r> R  we take the Gauss surface outside the

charged cylinder to calculate the field outside. \

-

~—

dq = 0ds = Qi = S = 02nRh

o2nRh oR
P >E; =Egy = e
0 or

So E,2nrh =

- The potentiel
— - . dv
E =—gradV withE =E(r) = E = —ESOV = —fE.dr

1%tcaser < R we have E;, = 0=V, = (C,

2"caser>R

R1 oR 1 oR
E,=C-=v,=-Z(ldr=-Z0Inr + ¢,
g T g T &0

Note: In the case of a cylinder, the constants C; and C, cannot be calculated because the

potential at infinity is non-zero.
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

b. Volume-charged cylinder
We have tow cases.

- The electric field
1%tcase r < R we take the Gauss surface inside the charged cylinder to calculate the internal

field. Then, in a volume distribution dg= pdV, we have :

prthr?

-
Qint = fff pdv = p.[ 2nhrdr = pthr? = E2nrh = .
0 0

Because V = whr?=dV = 2rwhrdr

_ __P
= Eq = Eins _2_801'

2"caser>R
we take the Gauss surface outside the loaded cylinder to calculate E> =Eins, S0 we integrate
between 0 and R (because Qix¢ lies on the cylinder of radius R).

pmhR?

R
Qint = ﬂf pdv = pj 2whrdr = pthR? = E2nrh =
0

pR?% 1

€o

- The potentiel
E = —grad V with E = E(r)

av

- 5O V = — [ E.dr (this calculation is valid for any cylinder).

= F =

Vl=—fEl.dr=>V1=2L;0frdr=—4L;0r2+Cl

_ _ _ PR 1 o pR?
V,=—[E,.dr= 2Eofr.alr— 2solnr+C2
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

5.3. Case of a sphere

- Choice of coordinate system

Since we're studying a cylinder, we use spherical coordinates.

- Study of invariance

If we change the angle 0 or the angle o, the electric field E

does not change, but by varying r the electric field E varies E.
- Study of symmetry
We have two planes of symmetry:

The plane intersecting the infinite wire horizontally (u,, ug) and the plane intersecting the

infinite wire vertically (u,, uy).

So the axis of symmetry is the intersection of the two planes, /\
This is the axis along u, so the electric field is along u, ﬁ_, )
r» A0
The field is then said to be radial
U, Uy,
- Choosing the Gaussian surface

The Gaussian surface is a sphere with center O and radius
r. Due to symmetry, the field is radial and constant in the /_>
Gaussian surface. —_—

—

dS

@Z#E.IS):ZQint

€o

\
1L
e

E—)//E:

So: #E-Is)szE-ds:Efde:E.S:Ell-T[TZ $E41T1‘2:20mt

€0

Important note:

The choice of Gaussian surface for a sphere charged either on the surface or in volume, or two
spheres (one charged in volume and the other charged on the surface, or both charged on the
surface...) is always a sphere of radius r and center O. And the flux calculation will be the

same, only the Qint charge will vary according to the distribution.
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

a- Surface-charged sphere

- The electrostatic field E(r) at any point in space.

We have 2 cases :

15t case r<R

The Gaussian surface is inside the sphere to calculate Ej==FEix thehl__ i

Qne =0=>E; =0 E2
2" caser> R
The Gauss surface is outside the sphere to calculate Ex=Eouts

dq = ods > Qi = g4TR?

04TR? oR?
>F, =—

&0 801‘2

So E,4mr? =
- The electrostatic potential V(r) at any point in space.

= —_— dv
E=—gradv=>E=—— so v=-—[Edr

1tcaser<R E, =0=>v, =(,

oR? oR? rdr _ oR?
2M¥easer>R E,=—>v,=-0—[==—+(,
gor? g Y 12 goT

Calculating constants :

. . . A . R?
e The potential at infinity is zero (vo=0) so lim v = 0 so C>=0 then v, = ‘:—r
r—oo 0

e The potential is a continuous function in R so v, (R) = v,(R)
RZ

g oR
thenv, = C; = —sov; = —
EoR &0

- Plot the graphs E(r) and V(r) as a function of r :

X Vi(r) J\E{rl

ol i 1L
E0 ".
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b- Sphere charged in volume

1- The electrostatic field E(r) at any point in space.
We have 2 cases:

15t case r<R

dq = pdv = panr?dr = Qi =

=p [ff dv =p4TL’fOTT‘2dT‘

We integrate between 0 and r because the Qint charge is located
in the volume of the Gauss sphere of radius r.

43

—nr

5 then E{=21r=
£o 3&p

4
= Qine = P 57'””3 so (x)= E; = =

2"caser>R
dq = pdv = panr?dr = Qe = p [[[ dv = pan f: r2dr

We integrate between 0 and R because the Qine charge is located in the volume of the sphere

of radius R.

4
So Qe =p gnRB

4
p zmR® p R?

> E,=—2—
) 27 amr2e,

= Eout
2- The electric potential v(r) at any point in space.

ol —_— d
E=—gradv=>E=—d—z So v=—[Edr

1%t case r<R:

p p P .2
E,=—r=>v, =——|rdr V1 =——7U C
1 RE: 1 3€0f SO 1 6¢gg + 1
2"caser>R:
p R3 p R 1 pR1
E, = SV, = — =dr so vy = -+C
27 3gor2 2 3gg frz 2 3gg r+ 2
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Chapter II: Gauss’ theorem

Calculating constants :

R31

The potential at infinity is zero (vo=0) so lim v = 0 then v, = 2
r—00 38() r

The potential is a continuous function in R, so v{(R) = v,(R)

R3 1 R? (1 1 R?
LR LR 400 =t (341 =2
3¢9 R 6 £o 3 6 280
2 2
pT PR
SO V1 = —
1 680 280

5.4. Case of an infinite plan

To find the electric field in an infinite plane, E Q E E
we use Gauss's theorem. ds, T
. . . . . 5 ¥ E
The Gaussian surface is a cylinder intersecting the plane. E E
SB2

The cylinder has radius r and height h.
For reasons of symmetry, the field is radial and constant at any point on the Gaussian surface.

In the Gaussian surface.

@ #EIS,’_Zth

S @sbasel + ®Slat - (Dsbasez = ff E dSg; + ff E dSg, + ff E ds,
=2 ff E.dSpase = 2E. Spase

ZQin
=@ = 2E.Spuse = Tt (D)

dq = 0ds = Qins = 0 [[ ds = 0Spase

__ OSpase _ 9
(1)= 2E.Spuse = —, S E = 220

Then }lzim |E| = % and the field for an infinite plane is identical.
—00 0
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