
Linking words 

All sentences in a paragraph need to relate to the main idea in the topic sentence. 

The reader should be able to see how each sentence flows from the previous one 

and how each is connected to the topic sentence. Linking words and phrases weave 

sentences together to create a cohesive paragraph. 

Sequence 

First, firstly, second, third, thirdly Next, last finally 

In addition, moreover Furthermore 

Also In conclusion, to summarise 

The first... The/a second 

One... Another... 

An additional...  

Addition 

In addition Furthermore 

Also And 

As well as  

Cause 

For Because 

Since As 

Because of To cause 

Effect 

So As a result 

As a consequence Therefore 

Thus cConsequently 

Hence To result from 

Due to As a result/consequence 

Of To result in 

To affect  

Emphasis 

Undoubtedly Indeed 

Obviously Generally 

Admittedly In theory/fact 

Particularly Especially 

Clearly  



Comparison 

Similarly Likewise 

Also Too 

As Just as 

And Like 

Just like Similar to 

Be similar to/ the same as Be alike 

Not only...but also To compare to/with 

Contrast 

However Nevertheless 

Nonetheless Still 

Although, Even though, though But 

Yet Despite, In spite of 

In contrast, In comparison While, whereas 

On the other hand On the contrary 

But  

Example 

For example For instance 

That is Such as 

Including Namely 
------------------------------------------- 
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Here is an overview of common linking words in English. 
To give examples 
To give examples we can use the following linking expressions: for instance, for example, in particular 
People often behave stupidly when they are frightened. Take Alice, for instance, … 
We are not at all happy with the way you handled the situation. In particular, we …. 
To show contrast 
To show contrast you can use the following conjunctions and conjunctive adverbs: but, however, otherwise, 
in contrast, on the other hand. 
Their front door was open but nobody was inside. 
Their front door was open; however, nobody was inside. 
The technology sector is performing badly. The banking stocks, in / by contrast, are doing well again. 
Sam was quite rude. His brother, on the other hand, behaved very politely. 
To show concession 
The following conjunctions and conjunctive adverbs can be used to show concession: however, yet, 
nevertheless, although, despite, even though, despite the fact that etc. 
The car broke down on the way. Nevertheless / however, I managed to get to the meeting in time. 
Even though he has a master’s degree in English, he still can’t write a good letter. 
To show similarity 
To show similarity, you can use the following conjunctive adverbs: likewise, similarly, in the same way 
My mother did everything she could to educate us. In the same way, we put a high value on our children’s 
education. 
To show result 
Use the following expressions to show result: therefore, as a result, thus, consequently, so, as a 
consequence 
They have recruited more people and consequently the service is better. 
The new laptops are thin and light and therefore you can carry them around more comfortably. 
To indicate time or sequence 
A large number of expressions are used to indicate sequence. Examples are: first, firstly, second, 
secondly, finally, lastly, immediately, formerly, thereafter, soon, next etc 

 

 

 

 



 


