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The Rise of the Novel

I What is A Novel
· A fictitious prose narrative of book length, typically representing character and action with some degree of realism.
· A novel is a long, fictional narrative which describes intimate human experiences. The novel in the modern era usually makes use of a literary prose style. 
· The development of the prose novel at this time was encouraged by innovations in printing, and the introduction of cheap paper in the 15th century.

· A novel is a work of prose fiction that tells a narrative over an extended length.

· Novels are dedicated to narrating individual experiences of characters, their feelings, and thoughts. The novel, in its simplistic definition, can be a type of story about a personal experience, designed more for an individual reader or public readership  

· Written in prose, opposed to verse or poetry. 

· Of considerable length/word count.
· A short novel would be considered a novella, 
· Shorter than the novella would be short fiction.

II Elements of a Novel: 
· Setting.  the place, the time, and the social circumstances of the work.
· Character. beings alive or dead who are the actors of the events
· Plot. the series of events which make up the story, traditionally, conflict, climax, denouement, and conclusion
· Theme. one or more direct or indirect statements about the human condition as evidenced through the work as a whole
· Language : standard vs. dialect
· Point of view perspective from which a work is told, 1st 3rd; omniscient, limited

The following is a summary of these major elements: 
· Setting is the "where" and 'when" of the story or novel.
· Characters are the "who." 
· Conflict is the "what." (What is the problem?) 
· Plot is the "how." (How is the conflict developed and resolved?) 
· Theme is the "why." (The author's message and one of the reasons why the author wrote the story or novel.)

· Language the “how” it is written and can include style 
III Major Types of Novels

Epistolary: The word epistolary comes from Latin where ‘epistola’ means a letter. Examples: Samuel Richardson’s Pamela and Clarissa

Picaresque:        the word comes from the Spanish “picaro”, or "rogue." A picaresque novel relates the adventures of an strange or dishonest character.  

Examples: Rudyard Kipling's Kim (1901), Henry Fielding’s The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling (1749)

Sentimental:   the novel of sensibility is an 18th-century literary genre which celebrates the emotional and intellectual concepts of sentiment. Examples: Samuel Richardson's Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded (1740)

Gothic: it includes terror, mystery, horror, thriller, supernatural, doom, death, decay, old haunted buildings with ghosts and so on. Examples: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, John William Polidori’s The Vampyre, Bram Stoker’s Dracula

Autobiographical Novel: An autobiographical novel is a novel based on the life of the author.

Examples: Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield, and Great Expectations. 
Allegorical Novel: An allegory is a story with two levels of meaning- surface meaning and symbolic meaning. The symbolic meaning of an allegory can be political or religious, historical or philosophical. Example: John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress

Historical :   A Historical novel is a novel set in a period earlier than that of the writing. Examples: Thackeray's Vanity Fair, Charles Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities,

Realistic:  This sort of novel is sometimes called a novel of manner. A realistic novel can be characterized by its complex characters, undergoing everyday experiences, rooted in social class and operate according to highly developed social structure. Example: Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher

