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This excerpt is taken from the epistolary realist novel Clarissa or History of a Young Lady, written by Samuel Richardson in 1748, Letter XXI, From Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe, pages 937-938. In this letter Clarissa is speaking about Mr Lovelace’s attempt to rape her by plotting to fire the house, who then exterted a promise from her that she would forgive him and not think about it the next day. Clarissa could not live with such a supposition and escaped him the next morning. 
Clarissa thought it was preferable that she leaves the country because her decision to marry Lovelace had proved t be a wrong thing to do, since he revealed himself to be a bad man, and she had nobody to go to around her since her family, brother, and cousins were all turned against her. She decided to give away her fortune and find a ship o travel to the English colonies. 

The characters in this excerpt are, Clarissa  who is an ideal woman, virtuous, and well-mannered. She is the protagonist, a round character because she is life-like and reflects true human feelings. The different ides of her personality are reflected as she is anxious and regretful at moments, she becomes ambitious to have a better life in the future overseas, and she expresses her pessimism when she talks about her punishment. Mr Lovelace is referred to as a villain and wretch, he is the antagonist. He is a round merely because he is life-like , he was presented as a good brave man who later tricked Clarissa. 

The targeted audience is the eighteenth century middle class young women, to whom the author is saying that  appearances are deceiving which is shown in Lovelace’s bad behavior and his greed towards Clarissa, which took him to attempt rape to oblige her to marry him. Another theme is that of purity and honour. Through the passage Clarissa shows that she is a virtuous person, very innocent and that her honour was very important for her, she used the words “vanity” and “vilest dishonor” to show her true intention. One more message by Richardson is that any woman who’s give any chance to a bad person or who would choose emotion over rationality would have a bad ending.
The plot in this excerpt begins when Lovelace plotted the fire and made Clarissa believe there was danger in the house to push her into his arms in the middle of the night, Clarissa was saved from the rape so the climax can be considered the moment in which the fire was in the house. The plot resolved when Clarissa escaped and hid in Mrs. Moore’s house although she knew it was temporary, it was not the end of the general plot of the novel. 

The text is narrated from a first person point of view because the incidents happened directly to the speaker, Clarissa. The point of view is central because the speaker, Clarissa, is herself the protagonist. The time setting is June8, in which Clarissa wrote the letter. The place settings are the English colonies the place to which she wanted to go to escape her family and Lovelace, Hampstead where she hid in Msr Moore’s house.
The register of the text is very formal since the text was narrated by an eighteenth century high middle class lady, the diction is mostly latin-origin because of the use of formal language. There is an analogy in the first line of the letter “after my last so full hopes….” In which Clarissa is tying to inform her friend Anna that she will be transmitting bad news. There is a simile in “hunt me as a stray” which means that Mr Lovelace will be after her until he reaches her. There is an interrogation in “for whom have I to protect me from him”, which is a way of saying that she had nobody to protect her from Mr Lovelace. There is a personification in “guilty impatience” in which Clarissa experesses her sense of guilt. There is another personification in “inconsideration threw me” which means that she was being irresponsible in causing herself the trouble,  and a simile in “strewed as it is with briers and thorns” which means that the evils she had to experience were very harmful, just like thorns. 
The atmosphere of the text is full of fear, loss, and danger because of the conditions she had to live in. The tone includes some anger towards Clarissa since the author made her feel guilty about her deeds. There is also some fascination about the good manners and good education of Clarissa, who felt proud of her vanity after she escaped the rape.

To conclude, the author succeeded in presenting the rational thoughts of the eighteenth century, clearly expressed in  this passage. Only the rationalist thought should be rewarded. Yet, Richardson was talented in showing that relationships cannot be built based on rationalism alone, otherwise a mess will emerge between the societal thoughts and the peoples' inner feelings, which may lead them either to rebel against the orthodoxies or to make bad choices at the expense of what they really feel and believe in. 

