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Economie, Social and Cultural Situation in 

Maghreb Ottoman Provinces 

(Algeria, Tunisia, Tripolitania) 

 from 10th to 14th H. Centuries  

(16 th -19 th Centuries) 

Abstract 

The aim of this study is to go beyond the traditional display of 

historical events and international relations of Maghreb Ottoman 

provinces (Algeria, Tunisia, Tripolitania) and to highlight their 

everyday life realities. It also tries to provide an overall, plain and 

simple picture of the local history of the Ottoman entities in North 

Africa (10lh-14th H. centuries/16lh- 19lh centuries), a picture that 

transcends territorial boundaries and portrays these entities as a 

homogenous human realm, a unified cultural area and a single social 

structure whose conditions are very similar and whose activities are 

highly complementary. 

This global approach to the internai history of Maghreb 

Ottoman provinces emphasize the influential factors and the main 

features of the economic activity selated to various aspects as 

property regime, tax system, production modalities and catégories, 

trade and related maritime activity. It présents the social conditions 



of a human configuration based on urban communities and rural 

groups interacting through changing rapports and struggles 

involving the local forces and Central Administration. It also depicts 

différent aspects of the cultural life, notably the main spiritual trends 

and knowledge output shaped and oriented by fouqaha and 

marabouts who were in charge of éducation and cuit institutions. 

The whole contribution is fundamentally based on the key 

sources and references on Maghreb Ottoman history. 
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