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What is the historical foundation of anthropology?

Many scholars argue that modern anthropology developed
during the age of Enlightenment, a cultural movement of 18"
century Europe that focused on the power of reason to advance
society and knowledge. Enlightenment scholars aimed to
understand human behaviour and society as phenomena that
followed defined principles (education.nationalgeographic.org)

Anthropology emerged from the colonial expansion of Europe.
Colonialism structured the relationship between anthropologists
and the people they studied and had an effect on
methodological and conceptual formulations in the discipline
(Diane Lewis, Anthropology and colonialism, Current
Anthropology, Volumel4, Number 5,
www.journals.uchicago.edu).






