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What is cultural evolution?

Cultural evolution, sometimes called cultural evolutionism, is a
theory in the field of anthropology, the study of human cultures
around the world. The theory was originally developed as a way
to explain how cultures evolve over time. According to cultural
evolution anthropology theorists, cultures always start out in a
state of relative simplicity, moving through several predictable
stages on their way to complexity and modernity.

Cultural evolution was a major theory in the 19" century, but it
fell out of favour in the early 20™ century as many of the ideas in



cultural evolutionism came to be understood as
oversimplifications of human cultures. Many of the earlier ideas
of cultural evolution theory were ultimately dismissed as racist
and outdated. Staring in the 1930s, new theorists proposed
neoevolutionists theories that included some parts of cultural
evolution theory but adapted it to incorporate more nuance
(Sasha Blakeley, Jessica Whittemore, what is cultural
evolution? 27/02/2023, study.com).



