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Diffusionism :

-The theory that certain similar practices inventions, etc. that
exist among different cultures or peoples are solely or primarily




the result of diffusion as opposed to independent discovery or
development.

-The theory or principle that diffusion is the main force in
cultural innovation and change (www.collinsdictionary.com).

Diffusionism and acculturation:

Diffusionism as an anthropological school of thought was an
attempt to understand the distribution of culture in terms of the
origin of culture traits and their spread from one society to
another. Versions of diffutionist thought included the conviction
that all cultures originated from one culture center (heliocentric
diffusion); the more reasonable view that cultures centers
(culture circles); and finally the notion that each society is
influenced by others but that the process of diffusion is both
contingent and arbitrary (anthropology.ua.edu)?

Acculturation: Alfred Kroeber (1948) stated that acculturation
consists of those changes in one culture brought about by
contact whit another culture, resulting in an increased similarity
between the two cultures. This type of change may be
reciprocal, however, very often the process is asymmetrical and
the result is the (usually partial) absorption of one culture into
the other. Kroeber believed that acculturation is gradual rather
than abrupt. He the process of acculturation by considering that
diffusion contributes to acculturation and that acculturation
necessarily involves diffusion. He did attempt to separate the
two processes by stating that diffusion is a matter of what

2 Bv Gail King, Megan Wright and Michael Goldstein, Diffusionism and Acculturation, the University Of
Alabama, Department of Anthropology.



happens to the elements of a culture; whereas acculturation is a
process of what happens to a whole culture.’
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