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Structuralism: a method of analysis of aspects of human
cognition, behaviour, culture, and experience, which focuses on
relationships of contrast between elements in a conceptual
system.

Structuralism in anthropology:




A structuralist studies activities as diverse as food preparation
and serving rituals, religious rites, games, literary and nob-
literary texts, and other forms of entrainment to discover the
deep structures by which meaning is produced and reproduced
within a culture. For example, an early and prominent
practitioner of structuralism, anthropologist and ethnographer
Claude Levi Strauss in the 1950s, analyzed cultural phenomena
including mythology, kinship (the alliance theory and the incest
taboo), and food preparation (see also structural anthropology).

Another concept was borrowed from the Prague school of
linguistics; Roman Jacobson and others had analyzed sounds
based on the presence or absence of certain features (such as
voiceless VS voiced). Levi Strauss included this in his
conceptualization of the universal structures of the mind, which
he held to operate based on pairs of binary oppositions such as
hot-cold, male-female, culture-nature, cooked-raw, or
marriageable vs. tabooed women. A third influence came from
Marcel Mauss, who had written on gift exchange systems.
Based on Mauss, for instance, Levi Strauss argued that kinship
systems are based on the exchange of women between groups
(a position known as alliance theory) as opposed to the
descent’ based theory described by Edward Evans- Pritchard
and Meyer Fortes.(research begins here New World
Encyclopedia,www.newwoldencyclopedia.org).




