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Research methods in anthropology

1- Inductive vs. deductive approaches
¢ Inductive method is a method by which the scientist first
makes observation and collects data, on the basis of
which he or she formulates hypothesis and theories.
¢ In deductive approach, the researcher attempts to derive
specific assertions and claims from a general theoretical
principle.
2- Emic and etic approaches
e Emic approach: understanding and describing the world
from the insider’s (people’s) view.
e Etic approach: the researcher’s views and interpretation of
the subject being studied.
3- Major qualitative research strategies
e Participant observation .
Key informant interview.
Ethnographic conversations.
Life histories.
Generaogical method.
4- Qualitative vs. quantitative data
e Qualitative data : expressed in terms of statments,
focusing of depth, details, sensitivities, underlying beliefs
and attitudes ; collected via intensive fieldwook
e Qualitative data: data expressed in terms of numbers and
statistical figures focusing on size, amount, frequencies
and magnitude of information; collected via mainly
surveys.






