
Literature Review
Dr Zekri Wafa



Outline

• What is a Literature Review

• Structure of Literature Review

• Language of Literature Review

• Integrating ideas from sources

• Writing the literature

• Follow-up task

• Bibliography & resources



What is a Literature Review?

•Critical account of what credible scholars and sources 
have published on a topic(s).
•Conveys key knowledge, ideas, theories with 

respect to a topic
•Appraises the strengths and weaknesses of 

published ideas



Types



Different types of literature review

• Chapter of a thesis or dissertation

• Section of a research paper

• Stand alone review article in a journal

• Section of a grant proposal or research proposal



Purpose: The Literature Review supports our 
research aims

• Studies relevant to a research topic are summarised/synthesised & cited. 
• This could include who found out What? When? and how this knowledge 

developed the importance of the topic.

• Highlight existing gaps in knowledge and how your research will fill these gaps.

• Indicate current knowledge and how your research will add to this.

• Previous research is critically evaluated and organised logically to show its 
relevance to your research topic.

• Leads to presentation/justification of the purpose/aim of your research



Example of an annotated Literature Review



Writing literature reviews is a multi-skilled 
process
Can you list skills that are required to write a literature review?

• Research

• Information searching

• Critical reading

• Good note-taking

• Interpretation and analysis of sources

• Evaluation and synthesising information from multiple sources

• Management of sources

• Critical writing

• Understanding key issues and current state-of-play in your discipline/area of interest

• Generating ideas for research



Planning the literature review



• 1) Links to Finding resources

• Finding and Using Library Resources | Glucksman Library (ul.ie)

• 2)Smart information searching strategies

• https://www.ul.ie/library/smart-searching-your-assignment

https://www.ul.ie/library/finding-and-using-library-resources
https://www.ul.ie/library/finding-and-using-library-resources
https://www.ul.ie/library/smart-searching-your-assignment


Balancing writing and information searching

PRE-WRITING LIT REVIEW:

Outline sections of the review,
Headings/subheadings,
Organise topics/ideas

INFORMATION SEARCHING:

Develop SMART strategy,
Use pre-writing activities to inform 
searches,
Why are you searching?
Summarizing & synthesizing,
Managing sources,



Language used in different sections of 
Literature  Review/Introductions
1) & 2) Creating a research context or Establishing a niche/gap
• Examples of language to highlight contradictory findings
─However, a number of studies show that significant differences do exist, albeit 

findings are somewhat contradictory.
─Authors X, Y, Z  found differences suggesting that….
─In contrast, Author A concluded that ....
─In contrast, the study by Author B indicated that ....

Examples of language to highlight similar findings
─ In addition,  Author W showed that …
─ The finding is consistent with findings of past studies by Author X, which .... 
─ The above finding is consistent with the study by Author Y.
─ The research findings by Author X also points towards..



Strategies for integrating information from sources:
Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing:

• process of rewriting an author’s idea in your own words
• shows your understanding of the original/source text
• strategy to avoid plagiarism
• paraphrased text usually the same length as original text

• Strategies used in paraphrasing:
➢ reference/reporting verbs used to report the ideas of the 

paraphrased author
➢ use synonyms
➢ change word form/word class
➢ change sentence structure

➢ In changing the language in the original text, avoid altering the meaning


