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CWE- L2 (S3) 

Dr. KAID SLIMANE. H 

 

Introducing an Essay 

 

1- Definition 

  

 The introduction is the first impression that grabs the reader's attention and sets the 

stage for your argument.expand_more A strong introduction does three key things: 

a- Hooks the Reader: Imagine it as a captivating opening line in a story. You can use a 

thought-provoking question, a surprising fact, a relevant anecdote, or even a vivid quote to 

pique their interest.  

b-Provides Context: Briefly introduce the topic and offer relevant background information 

that the reader needs to understand your argument. This could be historical context, 

definitions of key terms, or a concise overview of the issue at hand. 

c- Presents the Thesis Statement: This is the heart of your introduction, a clear and concise 

sentence that encapsulates your central argument. It should tell the reader exactly what your 

essay will explore and what position you'll be taking. Here is an example of a thesis statement 

following the social media and mental health example: "While social media platforms offer 

valuable tools for connection and self-expression, their constant use can negatively impact 

teenagers' mental well-being by fostering feelings of inadequacy and social comparison." 

2- Crafting an Introduction 

Here are some steps to guide you through the process: 

 Brainstorm Hooks: Jot down potential opening lines that pique interest and connect to your 

topic.  

 Gather Background Information: Research your topic and gather relevant details that 

provide context for your reader. 

 Develop Your Thesis: Once you have a clear understanding of your argument, craft a concise 

and informative thesis statement. 

 Write and Revise: Draft your introduction, incorporating your chosen hook, background 

information, and thesis statement. Revise for clarity, flow, and overall impact. 
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3- A Strong vs a Weak Introduction 

 

 A strong introduction is like a movie trailer. It gives the audience a taste of what is to 

come, sparks their interest, and makes them want to see the whole thing (your essay). A weak 

introduction is like a boring lecture title - it doesn't tell you much and doesn't make you want 

to learn more. 

 

a- Weak Introduction 

 

- Generic Hook: Starts with overly broad statements or generic phrases like "In this 

essay, I will discuss..." or "This paper will explore...". 

- Lacks Context: Doesn't provide enough background information to situate the reader 

in the topic. 

- Weak Thesis: The thesis statement is either missing entirely, unclear, or too broad. It 

doesn't tell the reader exactly what your argument is. 

Example of a Weak Introduction 

In this essay, I will be talking about the importance of social media. Social media is a big part 

of our lives today, and it has both positive and negative effects. 

This introduction lacks a hook, doesn't specify which effects of social media you'll be 

focusing on, and the thesis is vague. 

Strong Introduction 

- Engaging Hook: Starts with a thought-provoking question, a surprising fact, a 

relevant anecdote, or a vivid quote to capture the reader's interest. 

- Provides Context: Briefly introduces the topic and offers relevant background 

information that the reader needs to understand your argument. 

- Strong Thesis Statement: A clear and concise sentence that encapsulates your central 

argument. It tells the reader exactly what your essay will explore and what position 

you will be taking. 

Remember: 

- Tailor your introduction to your audience: Consider their prior knowledge and what 

would resonate with them. 

- Maintain a clear and concise style: Avoid overly complex sentences or jargon. 

- Proofread carefully: Ensure your introduction is grammatically sound and free of errors. 
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By following these steps and drawing inspiration from strong examples, you can craft 

introductions that will effectively engage your readers and set the stage for a compelling 

essay. 

4- How to Write an Introduction 
 

a- Brainstorm Hooks: Consider using: 

 

- A thought-provoking question: This sparks the reader's curiosity and invites them to 

engage with the topic. For example, "Can social media be both a blessing and a curse 

for teenagers?" 

- A surprising fact or statistic: Grab attention with a relevant and impactful piece of 

data. 

- A relevant anecdote: Share a personal story or historical event that connects to your 

topic. 

- A vivid quote: Use a powerful quote from an expert or literary figure to set the tone. 

 

b- Gather Background Information: 
 

- Briefly introduce your topic and offer any essential context the reader needs to 

understand your argument. 

- Define key terms or provide historical background if necessary. 

c- Develop Your Thesis: 

- This is the heart of your introduction. 

- Craft a clear, concise sentence that encapsulates your central argument. 

- It should tell the reader exactly what your essay will explore and what position you'll 

be taking. 

d- Write and Revise: 

- Draft your introduction, incorporating your chosen hook, background information, and 

thesis statement. 

- Pay attention to flow and ensure a smooth transition between elements. 

 

5- Editing an Introduction 

a-Clarity and Concision: 

- Read your introduction aloud. Does it flow smoothly? 

- Are your sentences clear and easy to understand? 

- Cut unnecessary words or phrases and tighten your language. 

b-Strength of the Hook: 

- Does your hook effectively grab the reader's attention? 
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- Is it relevant to your topic and thesis? 

- Consider revising your hook for a stronger impact. 

c-Thesis Statement: 

- Does your thesis clearly state your central argument? 

- Is it specific and focused? 

- Revise your thesis if it is vague or doesn't accurately reflect the essay's direction. 

d-Word Choice and Style: 

- Use strong verbs and active voice to engage the reader. 

- Avoid overly complex sentences. 

- Ensure your tone is appropriate for the audience and assignment. 

e-Proofread: 

- Check for grammatical errors, and punctuation mistakes. 

- Ensure proper formatting and citation style. 

Additional Tips: 

- Tailor your introduction to your audience. Consider their prior knowledge and what 

would resonate with them. 

- Use transition words or phrases to create a smooth flow between your hook, 

background information, and thesis statement. 

- Read strong introductions from other essays or articles for inspiration. 

By following these steps and revising your introduction carefully, you can craft a compelling 

opening that sets the stage for a successful essay. 

 


