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The Development of Information Sources 

 

Humans have used various means to communicate and share information since the beginning of their existence. Despite 

the rudimentary methods, these methods allowed humans to connect with others, share their joys and sorrows, and 

communicate about the dangers they faced. Early humans recorded experiences and information on cave walls, clay 

tablets, and other storage materials, conveying essential information for survival and understanding. 

 1. Definition of Information Sources: 

Information sources are all materials that provide useful data to those in need. These can be found in any location and can 

be in any format. An information source is any container that holds useful information that enriches the user’s needs, 

whether it be medical, literary, educational, or other types of data. 

 2. Evolution of Information Sources: 

The evolution of information sources passed through three main stages: 

a. Pre-Paper Stage (Primitive Stage): 

In this early stage, humans began recording their thoughts and experiences on primitive materials. These included: 

- Cave walls, where early humans used primitive drawings to record their thoughts. 

- Palm fronds, particularly the lower part used for writing. 

- Clay tablets, used by the Sumerians for cuneiform writing. 

b. Traditional Paper Sources (Printed Paper Sources): 

Paper as a material for writing was first invented in China, and from there, it spread through the Islamic world, where it 

was mass-produced. The first printed document dates back to 1452, when Gutenberg invented the printing press. This was 

a significant advancement, and it led to the growth of printed books and the publishing industry. 

c. Electronic Information Sources (Non-Traditional Sources): 

With advances in information technology and telecommunications, new media have replaced traditional paper-based 

information sources. These include: 

- Audiovisual media. 

- Magnetic media and discs. 



- Digital databases and the internet, which have significantly transformed how information is stored, accessed, and 
distributed. 

As technology continues to evolve, electronic libraries and digital books are replacing traditional printed books and paper 

libraries. 

 3. Classification of Information Sources: Information sources can be classified as follows: 

- Primary Sources: Such as conference papers, research reports, patents, and specialized publications. 

- Secondary Sources: These are based on primary sources and include books, encyclopedias, and textbooks. 

- Tertiary Sources: These include bibliographies, library catalogs, and guides. 

 Sources are also classified into printed and non-printed materials: 

- Printed Sources: These include reference books, journals, and other publications. 

- Non-Printed Sources: This category includes audiovisual materials, computer-stored data, and other forms of digital 

storage. 

Questions 

 

1. Which of the following is considered a primary source of information? 

   a) A history textbook                                                                           b) A government report on the economy   

   c) A scholarly article analyzing an economic policy                         d) An encyclopedia entry on the economy 

 

2. Who invented the printing press, a major advancement in the distribution of printed sources? 

   a) Johann Gutenberg        b) Thomas Edison       c) Alexander Graham Bell        d) Leonardo da Vinci 

3. Which of these is NOT an example of a non-traditional (electronic) information source? 

   a) A government website          b) A physical newspaper       c) A digital journal article     d) An online database 

 

4. What was the major role of clay tablets in ancient civilizations? 

 a) They were used to write religious texts only.                            b) They served as a form of trade currency.   

 c) They recorded information, legal codes, and treaties.              d) They were used for artistic sculptures. 

 

5. Which of the following statements best describes a tertiary source? 

   a) A newspaper article reporting a recent political event.                      b) A biography of a historical leader.   

   c) A research paper analyzing political theories.                                     d) A bibliography listing books about democracy. 



 

True or False: 

6. The first paper used for writing was invented in Egypt:  (True / False) 

7. Clay tablets were mainly used in ancient Mesopotamia for recording political treaties and economic transactions.   

   (True / False) 

8. Audiovisual sources, such as documentaries, are considered primary sources of information: (True / False) 

9. Electronic information sources have completely replaced traditional printed sources like books and journals:  

(True / False) 

10. Primary sources are those that are created at the time of an event or are firsthand accounts: (True / False). 

 

Short Answer Questions: 

11. Explain the difference between primary, secondary, and tertiary sources with one example of each. 

12. Discuss the significance of the printing press in the evolution of information sources. 

13. What are some challenges associated with the transition from traditional paper sources to electronic sources? 

14. Why is it important to understand the historical development of information sources in the field of political science? 

15. Provide an example of a modern electronic information source and explain its role in political science research. 

 


